CURRICULUM PLANNING

Please complete the following and bring to class on Monday, April 10th.
1. Decide on two content areas that you expect to teach during fall student teaching and that could be addressed in an inter-disciplinary unit.  Elementary folks need to select science OR social studies AND one other area (do not choose reading and writing.

2. Complete the following sentences:

a) _________________________ is the study of ______________________

(Name 1st content area)

___________________________________________________________________.

b) _________________________ is the study of ______________________

(Name 2nd content area)

___________________________________________________________________.  

3. Use the following space to brainstorm several (at least 4) topics you think children or youth in your student teaching classroom might be curious about and/or interested in investigating. (We realize that you may not know where you’ll be placed but you do know what you requested.)  

Notice that we are asking you to think about topics, not subjects, such as math or science or processes, such as reading and writing.  Feel free to use whatever method works for you – lists, webs, bullet points.

As you brainstorm, think broadly AND specifically. 

Think about what you know about children and youth and what you’ve learned about learning and teaching.  

Think about what’s going on in THEIR lives – delightful, intriguing, puzzling, worrisome, etc. 

· What are they curious or concerned about?

· What subjects, current events, historical events, events in the natural world, etc., might create a bridge between their worlds and school?

· What games/music/activities do they like? 

· What do they see in the media? 

· What developmental stage issues might they be dealing with cognitively and emotionally? 

· What cultural/language/class issues might affect them? 

· What are they expected to learn in school?

For example, here are some topics that might engage children or youth depending on their ages and where they live.

· Garbage and its effects

· Safe neighborhoods

· Global warming

· Being popular

· The lives of animals and insects

Your list:

4. What concepts would students need to know or learn in order to have a good understanding of the topics you listed?  List concepts for each topic.

