SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES
SPRING QUARTER 2006
What do adolescents need to learn about the social studies? Why? What do you need to know and be able to do to effectively engage and support all your students?

These essential questions will guide our work this quarter as we seek ways to engage students in genuine and educative investigations about history, civics, geography, and economics.  We’ll puzzle together about the essential questions listed above and seek to broaden our understandings and effectiveness through readings, generating new questions, talking with students, lesson development, and trying out lesson ideas with each other.  Some of the knowledge and skills you will develop include:
1) Using OSPI Frameworks and national social studies’ standards to create culturally relevant and engaging social studies learning experiences

2) Creating learning experiences about history from multiple perspectives and by working from the present to the past

3) Developing contextualized geography lessons

4) Creating civics/government learning experiences from a social action perspective

5) Integrating internet sites, simulations, and role play into your teaching

6) Using questions thoughtfully and effectively to increase student learning

Adolescents are natural observers, critics, and questioners; they seek information and models of thinking and behavior to try on that will help them make sense of their lives currently and as adults. The social studies are a rich source of such information and models.  However, many adolescents are turned off to social studies by the time they reach middle and secondary school.  Some students cannot read well enough to make sense of the textbooks; others equate history with learning about people and places outside their experiences, answering questions at the end of history book chapters, and memorizing dates and names.  Some students have been introduced to social studies projects but may not have learned how to question their own perspectives as they read about and apply new ideas and concepts. Secondary teachers need to reawaken students to the power and relevance of what the social studies have to offer. Our goal this quarter is to discover how to improve our own teaching skills and to connect classroom activities to students’ concerns, questions, and interests.  Through approaches that connect students’ current lives to the social studies and by using powerful questioning strategies, teachers can provide experiences that help students develop an understanding of their world and the interconnections amongst its many components. 

Required Texts:

5. Read weekly in a journal or journals related to the social studies.  Suggested journals include Rethinking Schools, Social Studies for the Young Learner, Social Education or the Smithsonian magazine. 

Be prepared to discuss one article a week in our class.  You need to be able to summarize the essential ideas in the article, indicate which Frameworks/EALRs are related to the content of the article, and offer any critique related to learning theory, models of teaching, and the isms.

6. A social studies (history, economics, civics/government, general social studies) textbook currently used at your observation site or in a local school district.

7. The national social studies standards developed by the National Council for the Social Studies.  You will find the standards at http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/teachers/vol1/  To see the array of services and information provided by NCSS, go to 

http://www.ncss.org
Use the Search window and type in history lessons, or geography lessons, or civics lessons, etc., to find an array of learning experiences.  

8. You may either read these articles from the Northwest Regional Education Laboratory (NWREL) online or you may download articles and read them in printed form: http://www.nwrel.org
1) Type Social Studies in the Search window

5. Select the following to read (and any others that catch your attention ()

Global Challenge

Mapping Understanding  

Empowering Students via Survey Analysis

2) Go back to NWREL homepage and type Social Studies Debates into Search window

1) Select the following to read

Service Learning in the Northwest Region

9. Handouts provided in class

HEADS UP  - THE FOLLOWING ARE DUE FRIDAY OF  WEEK ONE

· Bring an inventory of your strengths and challenges as a social studies teacher. For both strengths and challenges consider your background knowledge, personal filters, questioning skills, facility with teaching models, and content knowledge (refer back to you EALR assessments in the fall relative to content knowledge).
5. Read and jot down observations/questions about the national social studies standards.  You will find the standards at http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/teachers/vol1/
SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES
SPRING QUARTER 2006
	MAJOR ASSIGN-MENTS


	1. Article summaries and critiques: Several times this quarter you will read, summarize, and critique articles that provide ideas about teaching in the social studies.  (Due Weeks 2, 3, 6)

2. At the end of the quarter, you will submit a Social Studies Notebook that must include:

6. Self-assessment from Week 1

7) Summative Assessment of what you learned during the quarter and still need to learn.  Refer back to initial self-assessment as well as additional “learnings”

8) Summaries and critiques of articles from Weeks 2, 3, and 6

<!doctype html public "-//w3c//dtd html 4.0 transitional//en">
10. Lesson Plans AND supporting materials for: 
  

________  History lesson from multiple perspectives 

________  Geography lesson in context 

________  History from the present to the past

________  Internet sites/integration 

________  Civics/Government lesson from social action perspective 

________  Simulation/Role Play 

________  Teaching students HOW to use questions to support learning

I think it would be useful to use the first assignment (reading and summarizing articles) to help complete the Social Studies Notebook assignment.  That is, search for articles in your journals that offer ideas about these requirements as well as about content or models that interest you.  Start writing up lesson plans as soon as you understand the requirements.  A lesson plan format is provided.

3. Diagnostic Interview – Students’ Conceptions About Social Studies – Due Week 4.

4. Drafts for micro-teaching – Due Week 5 

5. Micro-teaching – Weeks 6 and 9

6. Reflections about micro-teaching – Due Weeks 7 and 10

7. In-class peer teaching – Weeks 5 & 7

8. End-of-quarter Social Studies Notebook and performance assessment – Weeks  8 & 10

	WEEK 1
	· Creating a map. What’s the difference between discrepant events and follow-up activities? What does the teacher learn as students engage with problem-solving around a discrepant event? 

· KWL

· What are the social studies?  What did you discover from the national standards that confirmed what you thought you were supposed to teach or that surprised you? What are the major concepts and thinking processes that the national standards and the EALRs expect students to learn?

· What do you currently know that will help you support student learning in the social studies?

· What do you need to know about content and teaching approaches to be effective teachers of social studies?  How can we help each other learn, i.e. what are our group strengths, challenges, and areas of need?

· What strategies and skills will you be developing this quarter? Review syllabus and make additions as necessary.
Assignments Due Week 2:  

5. Read an article in your chosen social studies journal.  In writing, summarize the essential ideas in the article, indicate which Frameworks/EALRs are related to the content of the article, and offer any critique related to learning theory, models of teaching, and the isms. Also indicate which, if any, of the required lessons for this class are used.  Be prepared to share this information in class.
6. Read Chapters 1, 6 & 8 in Best Practice. However, BEFORE you begin reading the chapters, read pages 235 and 236 about text codes.  Use these codes to mark your book as you read as a way to keep track of your thoughts and questions.  After you read, jot down any ideas or questions you want to discuss in class. List ideas about how you could apply this information to a specific topic you might teach in high school or middle school.

7. Getting ready for micro-teaching - Find out what topic your cooperating teacher wants you to teach in Week 6.  Bring ideas about pre-assessment questions and discrepant events to class.

Assignment Due Week 6

Student Interview Write-Up – see attachment


	WEEK 2
	· Learning from other professionals - Share articles and critiques 

· Discussion of Chapters 1, 6 & 8. 

· What are the relationships between recommendations in Best Practice, national standards and EALRs? 

· How does this information affect how you will plan and implement learning experiences in the social studies?

· Planning for micro-teaching – topics, pre-assessment, discrepant events

Assignments Due Week 3:

1) Answer the following in writing and bring to class: What are the roles of questioning in promoting student learning in the social studies? Please be thoughtful when answering this question – don’t just dash off an answer at the last minute. Push yourself to think carefully. You might use the standard news article frame to puzzle with your answer: WHO, WHAT, WHY, WHERE, WHEN.  Complete this  BEFORE doing the third assignment on this list.  You are welcome to complete this assignment in essay form, through an outline, or through a clearly organized chart.
2) THEN, read handouts on questioning and the revised version of Bloom’s taxonomy, using the codes on page 236 of Best Practice. Revisit the piece you wrote about questioning. Make a list of points you would add, statements you would delete, and ideas you would develop further or challenge. 

3) Based on your knowledge and the information in the handouts, write a scenario from a social studies context in which you are questioning students.  You’ll have to imagine what the students might answer.  Using your imagination, list the sequence of questions you might ask.  We’ll act these out in class.

4) Read an article in your chosen social studies journal.  In writing, summarize the essential ideas in the article, indicate which Frameworks/EALRs are related to the content of the article, and offer any critique related to learning theory, models of teaching, and the isms. Also indicate which, if any, of the required lesson characteristics are used.  Be prepared to share this information in class.



	WEEK 3
	· Learning from other professionals – Share articles and critiques.

· Practicing questioning – Q & A and playing out the scenaria

Assignments for Week 4:
1) Complete student interviews and write-up

2) History from the Present to the Past

· Write down ideas of current, local events from which to begin units of study 

· Select one current event.  Find information about this event from three perspectives and bring to class. 

· Brainstorm and list the Top Ten Events of 2005.



	WEEK 4
	· History from Present to Past

· Peer teaching.  Expectations and rubrics for assessment (discrepant event, relationship of present to past, questioning strategies)

· Volunteers to teach in small groups of 7next week.  One person in each group will teach for 40 minutes and then have 15 minutes to receive feedback.
Assignment for Week 5:

1) Using the attached planning format, draft the 3-day lesson you will be teaching in Week 6.  

2) Using the attached lesson plan format, plan and write a social studies’ lesson that uses a current event as a bridge to the past.  IF YOU CAN, use this lesson as the anchor lesson for your 3-day teaching. If you can’t include it in your 3-day teaching, it would probably be useful to see what students are studying in your observation class and think how to connect those topics to this lesson.  You might also want to look through articles linked to http://www.nwrel.org
Please note that these plans (3-day plans and the history lesson) should be thoroughly developed to include a disequilibrating or discrepant event and  “teacher” talk and questions that will scaffold students toward the learning targets.

3) In your next observation, write down as many of the questions the teacher asks and that the students ask as you can – label these TQ for teacher and SQ for student. After school, select 3 chapters at random from the students’ textbook.  Write down the questions students are asked in their textbooks (TXQ) and, if possible, suggested teacher questions from the teachers’ guide (TGQ).  Create a chart using BLOOM’S MODIFIED TAXONOMY to categorize  the questions you heard in class, the questions in the students’ texts, and suggested questions in the teachers’ guide. Use a code like TQ (teacher question), SQ (student question), TXQ (textbook question) and TGQ (teachers’ guide question) to indicate the source of each question. Then compare the types of questions and their cognitive demands with the Frameworks or GLEs for that subject and grade level. Name the relationships you find between the questions you identified and the Frameworks or GLEs. What conclusions do you reach about questioning in this classroom?  What questions do you have?


	WEEK 5
	· The roles of questioning in student learning 

· Peer teaching – HISTORY FROM PRESENT TO PAST 

· Share other Present to Past ideas
· Feedback on 3-day plans

Assignments for Week 6

1) Written reflection about 3-day teaching.  Use guidelines for assessing your work and student learning.

2) Written list of lesson ideas for each of the following categories gathered from your journal of choice or internet sites.  Include appropriate critiques.

· History lesson from multiple perspectives

· Geography lesson in context

· Civics lesson from social justice perspective

· Teaching students HOW to use questions to support learning

Assignment for Week 8

1) Start writing lesson plans for your final portfolio.  

	WEEK 6
	· Debrief 3-day teaching.  What were you satisfied with/what will you do differently next time?

· Share and critique ideas for lessons

· Learning from our students – discussion of interviews and implications
Assignments for Week 7

1) Read an article in your chosen social studies journal.  In writing, summarize the essential ideas in the article, indicate which Frameworks/EALRs are related to the content of the article, and offer any critique related to learning theory, models of teaching, and the isms. Also indicate which, if any, of the required lesson characteristics are used.  Be prepared to share this information in class.

2) Select a concept or theme you want students to explore in your social studies class. Find and critique 8 internet sites that you could use to help students explore that concept or theme.  Create an ANNOTATED bibliography (content, critique of strengths and weaknesses)

3) Prepare one of the lessons from your portfolio to teach to2 or 3 other people.  Each person will have 30 minutes to teach and 10 minutes to receive feedback.

	WEEK 7
	· Peer Teaching

· Share articles,  internet sites, and ideas of ways to USE the sites for purposes other than undirected student research

Assignment for Weeks 8 and 10

Performance Assessments – Bring completed lesson plan portfolio to class Week 8.  Be prepared to teach any of the lessons.  I will draw names and lesson out of a hat to determine who teaches when and what.  You’ll have 15 minutes for teaching.

	WEEK 8
	PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:  Have lesson plans and be able to teach the following:

6. History lesson from multiple perspectives

7. Geography lesson in context

8. History from the present

9. Internet sites/integration

10. Civics/Government from social action perspective
11. Simulation/Role Play
12. Teaching students HOW to use questions to support learning


	WEEK 9
	

	WEEK 10
	PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:  Have lesson plans and be able to teach the following:

13. History lesson from multiple perspectives

14. Geography lesson in context

15. History from the present

16. Internet sites/integration

17. Civics/Government from social action perspective
18. Simulation/Role Play
19. Teaching students HOW to use questions to support learning
DUE :  SOCIAL STUDIES NOTEBOOK 


Conducting a Diagnostic SOCIAL Science Interview (Due week 4)

NOTE: Anita developed an interview to help folks with science endorsements gain a better understanding of their students and their conceptions about science.  I’ve adapted it for you to use with students who are studying one of the social sciences.

Doing a social science interview

· Interview two students (one at a time) about one or two major ideas in history, geography, economics, or civics.  In order to identify the content of the interview think about what you want to learn about the student. Consider what you have seen students do, conceptions you notice students struggle with, etc. Some possibilities could be their theories of culture; power, authority and governance; individual and group rights and responsibilities; civic ideals and practices; or, geography, production and consumption (Zemelman, 2005).  

· Write up just one interview.

Some ideas about talking to students

1.
Tape record the conversation and keep all artifacts of the interview.

2.    You do not have to pose all of the problems to the youth in one sitting.  

3. 
Before you start the interview, let the student know why you want to talk with her/him.  Something like, “I’m really trying to learn more about how people think about ideas in (history, geography, economics, civics).  I’m going to ask you some questions and I’ll ask you to explain what you were thinking about so I can learn more. This is going to help me as a teacher.  It’s okay if you don’t know an answer – just tell me how you think about something. I’m not worried about whether you get the answer right.  I’m really interested in how you think about the idea.”  Telling them that you’d really like their help with an assignment you have for school often helps break the ice as well.

So essentially, try to make them comfortable.  Some students are not used to adults taking their ideas seriously, and so they may think that if you ask them to explain, they must have done something wrong.


4.  Provide the student with a task or situation to puzzle about.  For example, provide a map of physical features of a country and ask the student about where people might live, why, how they might make a livelihood, etc.  Or, ask him/her to replicate our map activity.  Or, offer a story about something the student newspaper printed that the administration blocked and then ask the student whether and why students’ have right to free speech.  The purpose is to get the student doing or talking about a puzzle related to one of the social sciences and then to probe the student’s thinking and reasoning.

5.End the interview with the following kinds of questions: What do you think (history, geography, economics, civics) is all about?  What kinds of questions do you think (historians, geographers, economists, political scientists) ask? What do you think their purpose is in asking questions?

6.WRITE-UP (Treat each check flag ( as a section of the write-up; use subheadings)

You do not need to provide a complete transcript of the interview!!!!!!!!!!

( The Student
Describe the student you plan to interview. Include information you gather about the youth (grade level, age, gender, race, and academic participation). What do you know about the student’s level of understanding about the social science concept before the interview? (Use a pseudonym for the youth.)

( The Social Science Concept

Briefly describe the question or task(s) you gave to the student. Briefly explain why you chose these tasks. (Pose 1-2 main tasks and follow them up with appropriate and potentially extensive probing questions.) Include students’ written work. This may include pictures, diagrams, symbolic notation. 

( Analysis and Reflection
Analyze the problems and tasks that helped you learn the most about the youth’s prior knowledge and ability to reason about social science concepts. 

· What did the student do? (Use some verbatim comments from the student that helps clarify what the student did.)

· What does the student understand?

· What do you think the student is confused by?

· What questions would you like to ask the student now in retrospect? 

( Reflecting on your questioning and interviewing skills

· What is your assessment of your questioning? How well do you think you were able to elicit the students’ ideas? What might you do differently next time? Please use specific examples from your interview to answer these questions.
