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MIT Winter 2006

Week 8 -- Sexual Identity  -- Visit from Stonewall Youth.  

Homework due today

· Skim chapter 13 on Sexuality.  Explore Safe Schools website: http://www.safeschoolscoalition.org/safe.html 
· Write a 1 page reflection on one part of the website you found yourself lingering with in particular.  Identify what part of the website you read.  What did you learn from this part of the website?  What questions did it provoke for you?  What connections did you find yourself making with themes and issues you’ve been learning about this quarter?  
Week 9  Part One: Media literacy   Part Two: How are themes of adolescents reflected in the lessons? 

You will work collaboratively in grade bands this week to: 

· Examine and analyze the lesson using the lenses of (i) cognitive development, (ii) self-concept, (iii) identity development (including racial/sexual identity), (iv) peer relations, and (v) generative themes.   Your task is to see what you notice about the ways in which the lessons capture the themes of adolescence. For example, what kinds of thinking is the lesson helping to develop?  How does that thinking relate to your understanding of what cognitive skills the students' may be developing at this time? What aspects of, and in what ways, may self-concept and identity be influenced, invited in or challenged by this lesson?   What is normalized in the lesson?


· After sharing the lessons, you group will pick one lesson to revise in week 10 with the aim of making the lesson relevant to adolescent's experience.  

Homework due today to help prepare for your collaborative work:  

· Write description of a lesson that your teacher taught.  Include a description of the SLOs, the questions and activities students worked on, the materials used (try to bring materials, e.g. texts, handouts to class), etc.  Be prepared to describe the lesson with grade band group in class this week.   

· To help you actively contribute to your group’s analyses of lessons, review and bring in your texts, visual organizers and notes from the program readings.  Bring other materials (e.g. stuff from Terry’s section on literacy) that you feel would act as useful tools for this analysis.

Homework due next week:  

· Written analysis of your lesson addressing the five lenses listed above that you worked with today.  Be specific in your answers:  i.e. don't just say this lesson effects 'self-concept' or that it reveals ‘privilege’  use your groups’ discussion and the program readings/jigsaw notes to help you explain what about self-concept the lesson seemed to relate to.   Identify what you see as strengths of the lesson in terms of its relevance to adolescents’ experiences.  Brainstorm ways in which you might make the lesson more directly connect to adolescents’ experiences.  
Week 10 -- Making lessons relevant to adolescent experience  

Homework due today – Written analysis of your lesson.
Group revision of lesson using knowledge gained from sleuthing, readings, and workshops this quarter.  Presentation of lessons &  group discussion.  Final in class reflection on KWHL
