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Purpose

The purpose of this course is to learn how to be more critical consumers of research literature, particularly the literature associated with k-12 teaching, learning, and assessment. We will explore key research concepts and some basic underlying statistics. While developing these ideas we will read articles together as well as invite you to read related articles from your master’s topic, using the lenses developed in class. Largely class explorations will support you as you read research that is relevant to your master’s paper. This course differs from similar graduate methods courses because it will not prepare you to conduct qualitative, quantitative, or conceptual research. 

Throughout the course we will continue to revisit one key question:

How do the methods and analysis used in this study affect the degree to which I am confident using the conclusions to inform my practice? The goal of our work is to develop skills to engage in purposeful critique. It is critique that is not flung haphazardly, but is carefully directed in order to consider both how and to what degree different studies should influence our teaching.

Required Readings
Meltzoff, J. (1998). Critical thinking about research: psychology and related fields. American Psychological Association: Washington, D. C.

Additional required articles will be on reserve in the library after week 5.
Becker, H. and Geer, B. (1969). Participant observation and interviewing: A comparison. In G. J. McCall and J. L. Simmons (Eds.), Issues in participant observation.  Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley.

Phelan, P., Davidson, A. L., Cao, H T. (1991). Students’ multiple worlds: Negotiating the boundaries of family, peer, and school cultures. Anthropology & Education Quarterly, 22, 3, 224-250.

Stake, R. E. (1994). Case studies. In: Denzin, N. K., Lincoln, Y. S. (Eds.), Handbook of Qualitative Research. Sage: Thousand Oaks, CA, pp. 86-109.

Four different articles chosen by you and your shared interest group where each article is representative of one of the following criteria:
1. Correlational study (or one that claims causation)
2. Experimental or quasi-experimental study
3. Quantitative study that you would like to use to example sample selection and the claims the researcher makes. 
4. Case study

Process for reading articles in the Meltzoff text
First, note that the articles in the back of the Meltzoff text are FICTICIOUS!! They were written to give you the opportunity to practice critical reading. Problematic issues of research and reporting are included intentionally for your practice. (Can you imagine writing these?) We hope you enjoy the embedded humor in them.

Also note that Meltzoff has offered his critique of the articles immediately following each article. He also shows which chapter speaks to various issues. The articles do not provide a 1-1 correspondence between chapter and article. Rather there are issues with the articles that reflect readings throughout the text. (For example, article 6 raises issues that are discussed in chapters 3, 4, 6 & 7.)

We will ask that you read the relevant articles following the class when we focus on the issues. This will give you an opportunity to practice your developing critical reading skills. As you read the articles, furrow your brows, put on your Sherlock Holms outfit, and look for problems in the study and reporting. Mark up the book (or use post-it notes if you plan to resell the book after you finish your master’s paper). What do you notice? What is problematic? Then read what Meltzoff has identified. Did you catch what he intended? What did you miss?
With each article check to see if the abstract accurately represents what the study does, and the claims made in the study.

	
	Class focus
	Readings and Assignments
Read chapters prior to the class listed.

	Week 1
	1-9-06
	QUANTIATVE METHODS
	Class overview
Create groups of shared interest

What does it mean to know? What are various ways of describing what is “typical” of a set of data?
	Meltzoff Ch. 1

Assignment: With your shared-interest groups, identify the 4 articles you will read and critique together. (See “required readings” for details.)

	Week 2
	1-16-06
	
	NO CLASS
	No extra work! (

	Week 3
	1-23-06
	
	When can you say that something has been caused by something else, or that the two are just related?

	Meltzoff Ch. 2

Possible Quiz on measures of central tendency
Choose two articles from among the following to read after this class to practice critical reading on topics covered so far, particularly today’s topics:

 3, 4, 7, 10

	Week 4
	1-30-06
	
	What can a researcher claim based on who they study and what they measure?

	Interest- group article on correlation
Meltzoff Ch. 3 & 4
Choose two articles from among the following to read after this class to practice critical reading on topics covered so far, particularly today’s topics: 
6, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16

	Week 5
	2-6-06
	
	What can researchers claim? Are they measuring what they think they are measuring? What conclusions can researchers make based on the study design?

	Interest- group article chosen for sample selection and research claims
Meltzoff Ch. 5 & 6

Choose one article in addition to Chapter 13 from among the following to read after this class to practice critical reading on topics covered so far, particularly today’s topics: 2, 3, 5, 9, 14

	Week 6
	2-13-06
	
	What is a meaningful finding?

	Interest- group article on experimental or quasi-experimental design
Meltzoff Ch. 7 & 8

Choose one article in addition to chapters 11 & 14 from among the following to read after this class to practice critical reading on topics covered so far, particularly today’s topics: 1, 6, 16

	Week 7
	2-20-06
	
	NO CLASS
	No extra work! (

	Week 8
	2-27-06
	QUALITATIVE METHODS
	Qualitative Methods Overview

What kinds of questions can be answered using qualitative methods? What key questions will help you critically read  qualitative research?
Focus on Ethnography

	Reference link for qualitative methods:

http://carbon.cudenver.edu/%7Emryder/itc_data/pract_res.html 

Please read this intro to ethnography:
http://www.geocities.com/Tokyo/2961/waywedo.htm 
Brice-Heath (1983) with particular attention to Prologue and notes on transcriptions– (seminar text for this week)

	Week 9
	3-6-06
	
	How trustworthy are data in qualitative research?  What are various modes of data collection?
Focus on Case Study 
	Revisit “reliability” in quantitative research in Meltzoff (p. 108)

Becker, H. & Geer, B. (1969)

Phelan, P., Davidson, A. L., Cao, H T. (1991)

Stake, R. E. (1994)

	Week 10
	3-13-06
	
	How do  qualitative researchers analyze  data?  What can they claim? 


	Interest- group article on case-study



