Confounding variables: How can you control for them?

Extraneous variables that vary systematically from one group to another create a problem for researchers, because they cannot be ertain whether the identified independent variable or some other variable is responsible for the observed effect. (Meltzoff, 1998, p. 65)

	Type of confounding variable

	Describe these confounding variables in your own words. Provide an example when helpful.
	Study description
	What are potential confounding variables? How might a researcher control or account for those confounding variables?

	Participant Variables   

Demographics and personal characteristics
	
	
	

	Extra- Experimental Changes in Participants
	
	
	

	  Motivation and role perception
	
	
	

	Communication among participants
	
	
	

	Placebo effects
	
	
	

	Experimenter Variables

	
	
	

	Stimulus, Procedural, and Situational Variables
	
	
	

	Instrumentation (Apparatus and RAters)
	
	
	

	Nuisance Variables
	
	
	


