Understanding research questions: 

how do their answers help us construct an argument for our masters questions

Write your masters question:

Recall that your masters questions are questions about practice, not research questions. So they don’t fall under the same categories as Meltzoff’s question types. 

1. What terms need to be defined in order to answer your question of practice?



2. What requires measurement in your study? (For example, if you are looking for effects on learning, you need ways to measure learning. If you are looking for effects on engagement, engagement needs to be measured.)



3. What are potential variables in your question? What are those things that you anticipate will play a role?
	Question type
(See Meltzoff, 

p. 14 – 20)
	Examples of that type of question stemming from your masters question
	How would that question be useful to you in answering your master’s question? What would it address and what wouldn’t it address?

	Existence questions


	
	

	Questions of description and classification

	
	

	Questions of composition


	
	

	Relationship questions

	
	

	Descriptive-comparative questions

	
	

	Causality questions

	
	

	Causality – comparative questions

	
	

	Causality – comparative interaction questions

	
	


