Options for Presenting your Master Paper

These are three different options that are often used at research conferences, and some are used at teacher conferences as well. They each have strengths and weaknesses, but they are all considered professional venues (though poster sessions are somewhat more difficult to “deliver” to more than 2 people at a time – a bit awkward.)

PowerPoint-type presentation (20 minutes)

This is like your TLS paper. In the case of a review of the research literature, it would be typical to talk a bit about each part of your paper, but give priority to the part of your paper that is most relevant to your audience. In this case it is likely that your chapter 3 would take the most time, but chapter 4 needs due time. It would be important to make your question clear from the beginning.  You could focus on one of the many implications that emerged from the research literature and explain how the research informed this practice and what  unanswered questions remain around this practice.  You could focus on a point of debate about a practice, provide the historical context for the debate and speak to how the research informed your thinking about the debate.  There are many variations on a theme.  There’s no one right way to do this presentation.

 

Roundtable (20 minutes)

In a roundtable the paper presenter may have up to 6-8 people at their table. Everyone arrives at your table at the same time. You begin the roundtable as something like a shortened version of the PowerPoint-type presentation.  You’d provide handouts for your guests.  You let your table audience know that you will talk for 7-10 minutes and then open up to dialogue and questions. Encourage them to take notes on questions that arise. After you share your brief presentation, you open up the dialogue to questions, comments, ideas, inspirations – wherever the dialogue naturally goes. At the end of the 20 minutes you leave the table and the next roundtable person comes and is ready to start about 10 minutes later. 

Poster session (1 hour)

For a poster session you present a professionally made poster of your paper. Other people will also have their posters up at the same time. People walk from poster to poster with you standing there. People can ask you questions about your paper, and you engage in dialogue. People generally cluster around papers that they are most interested in, so “the audience” may not talk with every poster presenter.

FYI: Typically in these presentations you would have copies of your paper for people to take if they would like one, or you would allow them to give you their name and email so you could email it to them. That is unlikely to be the case here. 

* After reading through these options, consider which venue would best match you and your paper topic. During a workshop next week we will ask you to choose your venue. Once we get a better lay of the land, we can construct a schedule and format that could work best. (That is, if everyone wants poster sessions, then our model would look different than if people would be evenly split among the 3 options.)
