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I. Announcements (5 min)

II. Freewrite (5 min)

III. Conceptual Review: Group Brainstorm (5 min)

IV. Lecture/Workshop (60 min)


A. Theory: Questions and Confusion; Debates and Reckonings


B. Scales: Big to Little and Little to Big: The Dialectic


C. Identity and Relationship: Subjective and Objective


D. Class and Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Disability:



Exploitation and the Evolution of Social Oppression


E. Diversity or Equality or Both


F. What do we want? What do we have in common?


G. An Example: Free Higher Education?

((((Break (13 min)((((
Underdogs,” 6:09, The Coup, Steal This Album; 

“True Blues,” 2:03, The Last Poets, This is Madness; 

“Big City,” 4:25, Sirens Echo, Psalms Of The Sirens.
V. Questions (20 min)

VI. Political Economy and Social Change Poetry Reading (40 min)
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Films Worth Seeing Around These Issues

* Available at the TESC Library

( Available at The Labor Center (Sem II E)
** Available via Summit 

After Stonewall** A Film by John Scagliotti, Janet Baus & Dan Hunt. Narrated by Melissa Etheridge, this sequel to Before Stonewall chronicles the history of lesbian and gay life from the riots at Stonewall to the end of the millenium. FRF, 88 min. 1999

Before Stonewall* In 1969 the police raided the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New York City's Greenwich Village, leading to three nights of rioting by the city's gay community. With this outpouring of courage and unity the Gay Liberation Movement had begun. Before Stonewall pries open the closet door--setting free the dramatic story of the sometimes horrifying public and private existences experienced by gay and lesbian Americans since the 1920s. Revealing and often humorous, this widely acclaimed film relives the emotionally-charged sparking of today's gay rights movement, from the events that led to the fevered 1969 riots to many other milestones in the brave fight for acceptance. Experience the fascinating and unforgettable, decade-by-decade history of homosexuality in America through eye-opening historical footage and amazing interviews with those who lived through an often brutal closeted history. FRF Dr: Greta Schiller, 1984. 87 min.

The Color of Fear* is an insightful, groundbreaking film about the state of race relations in America as seen through the eyes of eight North American men of Asian, European, Latino and African descent. In a series of intelligent, emotional and dramatic confrontations the men reveal the pain and scars that racism has caused them. What emerges is a deeper sense of understanding and trust. This is the dialogue most of us fear, but hope will happen sometime in our lifetime. Lee Mun Wah, 90 min, 1994.

Every Mother's Son** is a portrait of three women who have paid the ultimate price for the aggressive, "zero tolerance" policing practices that swept through American cities during the 1990's - each lost an unarmed child at the hands of the law. Over the course of seven years Tami Gold and Kelly Anderson followed Iris Baez, Kadiatou Diallo and Doris Busch Boskey as they negotiated the difficult journey from individual trauma to collective action. Dealing with the repercussions of their children's deaths upon their lives, they come together and learn how to organize within their communities and speak out about the need to rethink and reform policing. 2004, 53 min.
Lannan Foundation Poetry Video Library  From 1988 through 2002, the Foundation produced full-length video programs featuring major poets and writers from around the world reading and discussing their work. The intent of the video series was to promote the work of contemporary writers, to broaden the audience for literature, and to record writers for archival purposes. Lannan Library contains 82 titles including: Amiri Baraka, Ernesto Cardenal*, Sandra Cisneros, Lucille Clifton*, Victor Hernández Cruz*, Carlos Fuentes, Eduardo Galeano, Joy Harjo*, Yusef Komunyakaa, Li-Young Lee, Paule Marshall, Octavio Paz, Caryl Phillips, Adrienne Rich, Luis J. Rodriguez*, Sonia Sanchez*, Gary Soto, Alice Walker*, among others*.
Last Chance for Eden* Directed by Lee Mun Wah, the director of The Color of Fear, this video follows a similar format. It features intense interactions among eight men and women discussing the issues of race and racism. They examine the impact of society's stereotypes on their lives in the workplace, in their personal relationships and within their families and in their communities. The video is very useful in illustrating that discussions about race are emotionally-charged and in highlighting both the differences and the interplay between race relations and systemic racism.

Letters from Our Lives Disabled women are often isolated and hidden away, so we know very little about their struggles. To mark the end of the United Nations' Decade of Disabled People in 1992, disabled women from around the globe have written open letters to the world describing their individual plights. In parts of the world where being a woman automatically demotes one to being a second class citizen, being a disabled woman represents a double dose of discrimination. In this moving program, we hear the sadness and the hope of disabled women in Zimbabwe. We share in their struggle to survive on a daily basis and to create a better world for their children. Not only will Letters from our Lives foster a deeper understanding of people with disabilities, but it will send an inspirational message to anyone facing a hardship. It will touch a deep chord within all viewers. 26 min, 1992, Dir. Judy Jackson

Lessons from Class Struggle “Schools are a disaster zone,” declares the young narrator at the beginning of this documentary about public education in New York City. She then guides us through a two year fight waged by parents, students and teachers against budget cuts in the city school system. Lessons from Class Struggle explores the issues of racism in public education and tracks and assesses the process of students and others organizing to fight for change in their educational system. TWN, Kathleen Foster (46 min. 1998).

Oh Freedom After While  One wintry morning in January 1939, residents of southeastern Missouri awoke to a startling sight. More than 1,000 sharecroppers - mostly African American but whites too - had camped out alongside two state highways with their families and a few meager belongings. They were taking a stand - against the planters, the federal government, and the desperate conditions of their lives. Their tale, told by interweaving recollections by former sharecroppers, their children and scholars with vivid archival footage and striking Farm Security Administration photographs, encapsulates the saga of rural African American life since Emancipation: how Black farmers' back-breaking efforts to become self-sufficient were undermined by patterns of land-ownership, swindling planters and misguided government policy; how a debt cycle induced by sharecropping - explained here more clearly than in any other film - condemned them to wretched poverty; and how attempts by sharecroppers to organize were met with often-bloody white opposition. CN, 1999.

Out at Work** chronicles the dramatic stories of three gay workers over the course of five years: Cheryl Summerville, Detroit auto worker Ron Woods, and New York Public Library clerk Nat Keitt. It follows them at home, at work and through their collective fight to secure workplace safety, job security and employee benefits for gay and lesbian workers. The film also illustrates the struggles of heterosexual co-workers to deal with and ultimately support, their gay and lesbian peers. In a moving, profound and entertaining style, Out At Work raises critical issues about workplace rights, the role of legislation and labor unions and, ultimately, human rights for all. Dir. Kelly Anderson & Tami Gold, 1996, 59 min.

OutRiders: Global Poverty Comes Home*  In the heady boom times people at the bottom of the economic ladder are becoming invisible, but a handful of desperately poor Americans refuse to disappear. Fifty of them; infants, teens, mothers, and grandmothers, crowd into a "freedom bus" and criss-cross the United States documenting the effects of "welfare reform" on other poor people. Their mission: to place evidence of growing American poverty before the United Nations. The Outriders know that this trip won't be easy; hardly enough gas or money, cramped on a bus each day and sleeping-out each night. What the Outriders don't know is that this trip will challenge them in unimaginable ways and change each of them forever. This third film in the "Broke in Boom Times" trilogy premiered at the International Peace Conference at the Hague, 1999. Since then it has been used by hundreds of activists and educators around the country. Skylight Pictures, 1999.

People Like Us: Social Class in America** This film begins with a discussion of how social class determines opportunity as much as race or ethnicity does. People Like Us tackles a question rarely addressed so explicitly in the popular media: Are all Americans created equal – or are some more equal than others?  People Like Us presents viewers with the chance to see a group of Americans from different locales and diverse socioeconomic backgrounds. PBS, 2001, 124 min. Directors: Louis Alvarez &Andrew Kolker.

A Place of Rage*  This exuberant celebration of African American women and their achievements features interviews with Angela Davis, June Jordan and Alice Walker. Within the context of the civil rights, Black power and feminist movements, the trio reassess how women such as Rosa Parks and Fannie Lou Hamer revolutionized American society. A stirring chapter in African American history, highlighted by music from Prince, Janet Jackson, the Neville Brothers and the Staple Singers. WMM, 1991.

Tough Guise: Violence, Media, and the Crisis in Masculinity* is the first program to look systematically at the relationship between the images of popular culture and the social construction of masculine identities in the US in the late 20th century. In this innovative and wide-ranging analysis, Jackson Katz argues that there is a crisis in masculinity & that some of the guises offered to men as a solution (rugged individualism, violence) come loaded with attendant dangers to women and to other men. Sut Jhally MEF, 1999, 57 min.
Where do You Stand: Stories From an American Mill ( is a haunting documentary about the rise and fall of an American town and the epic struggle of the people who live there. In the process it tells the story of dram-atic changes in labor and demographics, in the nature of corporations, the rise of multinationals, and changes in the American South in the post-industrial age. Winner 2004 Golden Eagle, 60 min. Dir. Alexandra Lescaze.
