Immigration, Migration, and Agribiz-nation

Tony Zaragoza

Nov. 29, 2005

Lecture Outline

I.  Agriculture: The Basics

II. Commodities: The Basics

III. Ag Growth and Development and the need for inexpensive labor 

IV. Brief Farm Labor History

V. Global Movement 

VI. Internal Migration 

VII. Immigration to the United States

VIII. Agribusiness: The Basics

IX. Technology and Agribusiness 

X. Anti-Immigrant Movement, Racism, and Restrictionism

***BREAK (10 min.)***

Film: Echando Raices/Taking Root: Immigrant and Refugee Communities in California, Texas and Iowa. Rachel Kamal and J T Takagi, Dirs. Philadelphia: American Friends Service Committee; New York: Third World Newsreel, 2002. (60 min.)

http://www.afsc.org/takingroot/
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Films

Abandoned: The Betrayal of America's Immigrants ( **  Exposé of the horrifying results of the 1996 immigration law. This film illustrates the most recent wave of anti-immigrant sentiment in the United States. Through a close look at the personal impact of new immigration laws, this film depicts the severity of current detention and deportation policies. Lives are changed forever, as legal residents find themselves being torn away from their American families and sent to countries they barely know. For political asylum seekers, dreams are put on hold, as they are kept for years in county jails that profit from their incarceration. This video is also available in a Spanish version. BF, 2000, 55 min.

A Day Without A Mexican** California is in shock. The economic, political and social implications of this disaster threaten the Golden State’s way of life. We delve into the lives of four characters: Mary Jo Quintana, teacher and housewife; Senator Abercrombie, suddenly upgraded to Governor; Louis Mcclaire, ranch owner and agribusiness representative; and Lila Rodriguez, reporter and apparently the only Latina left behind. For all of them, “the disappearance” forces the cracks in their private lives wide open. Experts pose questions and offer theories: Could this be a UFO kidnapping? Biological terrorism? The Apocalypse and Latinos are the chosen ones? Or perhaps they just left because they were tired of being taken for granted. Misunderstandings and humorous situations abound, making this a comedic satire…a modern fable, lesson included. Dir. Sergio Arau, 2003.

La Boda (The Wedding)**  In an intimate portrait of migrant life along the U.S.-Mexican border, Hannah Weyer’s new film La Boda delves into the challenges faced by a community striving to maintain roots in Mexico, while pursuing the “American Dream” across the border. Weyer’s camera follows Elizabeth Luis during the weeks before her marriage to Artemio Guerrero, interweaving the anticipation of the upcoming wedding with candid stories that explore the architecture of the Luis family. For 22-year-old Elizabeth, migrant life has meant shouldering responsibilities beyond those of an average young adult. Along with her seven siblings, she has contributed to the family income throughout her adolescence and young adulthood, often forced to sacrifice school for fieldwork and social life for travel as she and her family move between Texas, California and Mexico. La Boda tells the timeless story of a young woman’s coming of age, while also confronting stereotypes of the migrant community with the real life bio of a Mexican-American family bridging the gap between countries and culture. WMM, 2000, 53 min.
The Future of Food* There is a revolution happening in the farm fields and on the dinner tables of America -- a revolution that is transforming the very nature of the food we eat. The Future of Food offers an in-depth investigation into the disturbing truth behind the unlabeled, patented, genetically engineered foods that have quietly filled U.S. grocery store shelves for the past decade. From the prairies of Saskatchewan, Canada to the fields of Oaxaca, Mexico, this film gives a voice to farmers whose lives and livelihoods have been negatively impacted by this new technology. The health implications, government policies and push towards globalization are all part of the reason why many people are alarmed by the introduction of genetically altered crops into our food supply. Dir. Deborah Koons Garcia, 88 min, 2004. 
The Legacy of Malthus*  Argues that overpopulation is not the real cause of poverty in India or elsewhere. In this thought-provoking film, Deepa Dhanraj takes on the international population establishment, challenging the entrenched view that overpopulation is responsible for poverty and environmental degradation. In India, peasant farmers are being evicted from their land and then accused of being feckless, poor, irresponsible and unable to feed their families. Dhanraj argues that it's the same process that took place in 19th century Scotland during the Highland clearances. By skillfully intercutting reconstructed scenes from the Napier Commission of enquiry into the Highland clearances, interviews with contemporary Rajasthani village women today, archival US news footage and current day propaganda films warning of the dire consequences of global population increase, Dhanraj argues that nothing has changed. BF, 52 min. 1994.

Farmingville  The shocking hate-based attempted murders of two Mexican day laborers catapult a small Long Island town into national headlines, unmasking a new front line in the border wars: suburbia. For nearly a year, Carlos Sandoval and Catherine Tambini lived and worked in Farmingville, NY, so they could capture first-hand the stories of residents, day laborers & activists on all sides of the debate. 78min. www.pbs.org/pov/pov2004/farmingville
Separate Lives, Broken Dreams* This program gives an in-depth look at the decisions behind and the consequences that followed the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which barred Chinese from emigrating to the U.S. for 87 years. It examines a period in U.S. history embattled with labor disputes, scapegoating and immigration issues. Personal interviews and archival footage illustrate how families were either kept together or tragically torn apart, and how this affected generations of Chinese and Chinese Americans. 49 min. San Francisco, CA: NAATA, 1999. Dir. Jennie F. Lew.
