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Give your paper a title.

In the introductory pages of Uncommon Ground, William Cronon argues, “Much of the moral authority that has made environmentalism so compelling as a popular movement flows from its appeal to nature as a stable external source of nonhuman value against which human actions can be judged without much ambiguity” (p. 26).  “Value,” in this case, means “a principle, standard, or quality considered worthwhile or desirable.”  All of the authors that we will examine for this essay (Cronon, Nye, Turner, Pyle, Thoreau, and Emerson) in some way address Cronon’s claim, either directly or indirectly.  

THE ASSIGNMENT:

Write a 4-5 pp. paper that closely examines your sources (to include lectures, films, and field trip observations) and finds patterns that might fit Cronon’s claim.  Once you identify possible patterns, flesh them out.  Do Thoreau and Emerson agree in their outlook concerning the human and the non-human, e.g.?  Does Nye’s rigorous historical analysis help us in any way to understand the more recent dilemmas that Pyle investigates?  Does Turner’s thesis provide us with a convincing narrative helpful in understanding the historical developments that Cronon analyzes? 


After identifying several commonalities amongst your diverse sources, choose at least three examples from the program texts that relate, in some explicit way, to Cronon’s claim.  Cite the program texts.  The same questions that served for you previous paper still apply to this essay:


What can you conclude from making your comparisons?


What hypothesis might you make and investigate, on the basis of these comparisons?


What questions are raised by the comparisons?


What have you learned from making your comparisons?


We assume that you will start to work on the paper over the next two days.  You will have time to work on this paper – both individually and as part of a larger group – on our field trip to the Olympic coast next week.  

