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The focus of this workshop is to inform and encourage discussion about economic exploitation in the Philippines and how this specifically affects the lives of women and often leads to their sexual exploitation.

Outline:

Roles for the role-playing game will be passed out at the beginning of class.

The roles will be as follows (all are women):

· Rural poor, married with children

· Rural poor, single and living with parents

· Rural poor, single mother

· Rural poor, single with no family

· Rural poor, transwoman

· Urban poor, married with children

· Urban poor, single and living with parents

· Urban poor, single mother

· Urban poor, single with no family

· Urban poor, transwoman

· Child with poor family

· Child with no family

Intro and dollar demonstration (10 minutes)

· There will be a brief demonstration to illustrate the exchange rate and purchasing power of the Philippine Paso in comparison to the dollar.  The dollar bill will be ripped to show this proportion.

Exercise explanation (5 minutes)

· There will be a role playing game in which the roles mentioned above must visit specific stations, representing possible economic choices, to receive information and make a decision.

· These stations will include:

Prostitution, 

Mail Order Bride broker, 

Worker’s agency for domestic workers abroad

Ministry of Tourism

Export Processing Zone

The family to give advice

Visit stations and make a choice (25 minutes)

Discussion of choices and reflection (5 minutes)

Reality of choices (5 minutes)

· During this time, the facilitators will explain the reality of the choices made in the game (i.e., tourism is often a euphemism for prostitution).

Discussion and debriefing (10 minutes)

You are a 29 year old Filipino woman.  You live in a small farming town and the land you used to work has recently been bought by a large foreign corporation.  You can no longer make a living on this land.  You are married and you have 3 children under the age of 10.  Your husband is disabled and cannot find work.  You desperately need to find a way to feed your family.  Please go to a pimp, your family, a worker’s agency, the ministry of tourism and the EPZ.

You are a 19 year old Filipino woman.  You live in a small farming town and the land you used to work has recently been bought by a large foreign corporation.  You can no longer make a living on this land.  You are single and are the oldest of 4 siblings.  Your mother is very ill and your father cannot find work.  You desperately need to find a way to help feed your family.  Please go to your family, a broker, a pimp and a worker’s agency.

You are a 24 year old Filipino woman.  You live in a small farming town and the land you used to work has recently been bought by a large foreign corporation.  You can no longer make a living on this land.  You are a single mother of 2.  Your family is also poor and cannot help to support you.  You desperately need to find a way to feed your family and still be around to take care of them.  Please go to your family, a pimp, the ministry of tourism and the EPZ.

You are a 17 year old Filipino woman.  You live in a small farming town and the land you used to work has recently been bought by a large foreign corporation.  You can no longer make a living on this land.  You are single and have no children.  Your parents have recently died and all of your siblings are older and have moved away to work.  You desperately need to find a way to support yourself.  Please go to a pimp, a broker, a worker’s agency, the ministry of tourism and the EPZ.

You are a 26 year old Filipino woman.  You live in a small farming town and the land you used to work has recently been bought by a large foreign corporation.  You can no longer make a living on this land.  You are a transgender woman and you are dealing with your family’s response to this.  Your family is either too poor to support you or has disowned you.  You desperately need to find a way to support yourself.  Please go to a pimp, a broker and your family.

You are a 29 year old Filipino woman.  You live in a large city near a US military base.  You have recently been fired from your job at a factory which has moved to another country in search of yet cheaper labor.  You are married and you have 3 children under the age of 10.  Your husband is disabled and cannot find work.  You desperately need to find a way to feed your family.  Please go to a pimp, your family, a worker’s agency, the ministry of tourism and the EPZ.

You are a 19 year old Filipino woman. You live in a large city near a US military base.  You have recently been fired from your job at a factory which has moved to another country in search of yet cheaper labor.  You are single and are the oldest of 4 siblings.  Your mother is very ill and your father cannot find work.  You desperately need to find a way to help feed your family.  Please go to your family, a broker, a pimp and a worker’s agency.

You are a 24 year old Filipino woman.  You live in a large city near a US military base.  You have recently been fired from your job at a factory which has moved to another country in search of yet cheaper labor.  You are a single mother of 2.  Your family is also poor and cannot help to support you.  You desperately need to find a way to feed your family and still be around to take care of them.  Please go to your family, a pimp, the ministry of tourism and the EPZ.

You are a 17 year old Filipino woman.  You live in a large city near a US military base.  You have recently been fired from your job at a factory which has moved to another country in search of yet cheaper labor.  You are single and have no children.  Your parents have recently died and all of your siblings are older and have moved away to work.  You desperately need to find a way to support yourself.  Please go to a pimp, a broker, a worker’s agency, the ministry of tourism and the EPZ.

You are a 26 year old Filipino woman.  You live in a large city near a US military base.  You have recently been fired from your job at a factory which has moved to another country in search of yet cheaper labor.  You are a transgender woman and you are dealing with your family’s response to this.  Your family is either too poor to support you or has disowned you.  You desperately need to find a way to support yourself.  Please go to a pimp, a broker and your family.

You are a 12 year old Filipino girl.  You have recently moved to the city with your family who lost their farm to privatization.  Your mother is very ill, your father is unable to find work and you have a younger sibling.  Your parents desperately need you to work to help support the family.  Please go to your family and the ministry of tourism.

You are a 12 year old Filipino girl.  You parents died a few years ago from AIDS and you are too old to be adopted.  You have been living on the street for 6 months.  You desperately need to find a way to support yourself.  Please go to a pimp and the ministry of tourism.

