The Race to the Bottom

by Bill Carey  

[wcarey@usws.org (with a few alterations)]

Stage Hand posts sign: "The Race to the Bottom: A musical tragedy in one act".
Banker Chorus  marches in humming and playing kazoos to the Opening Music from ABC WIDE WORLD OF SPORTS

Dum Dum de dum dum dum dum… 

Bankers keep humming quietly as Sportscasters enter.

1st sportscaster:  The thrill of victory and the agony of defeat. Scouring the globe to bring you the utmost in economic competition. We bring you the guts---the gore---the huddled masses yearning to be free.

2nd sportscaster:  OK, OK. Enough of that. What do you have for us today, Jim (Jane)?

1st sportscaster  Well, you've seen the Survivor shows. Today, we really push the envelope of reality TV with: The Race to the Bottom

2nd sportscaster  Sounds pretty tough.

1st sportscaster  Believe me, it’s brutal.

2nd sportscaster  They say competition is the lifeblood of business. Can we expect to see some blood today?

1st sportscaster  Not just blood. Unemployment---Child Labor---Human Rights Abuse---Environmental Degradation---even a sweatshop fire. It’s all part of The Race to the Bottom.

2nd sportscaster  I’m excited.

1st sportscaster  Before we get started, let’s explain how this Race to the Bottom works. In The Race to the Bottom, there’s no complicated rules on the corporations—in fact there’s no rules on corporations at all. Anything that restricts the right of corporations to do whatever they want is considered a violation of FREE TRADE.

2nd sportscaster  I’m confused. Can someone explain FREE TRADE to me?

Banker Chorus  (to the tune of “Maria”)

Free of. 
We want all our trade to be free of.
Environmental rules, made by legislative fools, you see.


Free of. 
All barriers to trade will go “see ya”.
For none will tell me how or what I feed the cows, you eat.


Free of. 
No more laws on how much to pay workers.
Ergonomics and OSHA won’t hurt us.


Free of. 
We want all our trade to be free of.

2nd sportscaster   Well that’s easy. Free trade means no rules.

1st sportscaster  Whoa!  Not NO rules!!! No rules on CORPORATIONS. LOTS of rules on workers! No secondary boycotts, no sit-down strikes, no sympathy strikes. And all these rules are enforced by injunctions, fines and police.


You see… WORKERS must be strictly regulated and controlled.

2nd sportscaster  Oh, I see.

1st sportscaster  Brilliant isn’t it? And of course we can’t include labor rights or environmental protections in trade deals. It’s simply not done.


OK. Let’s see it in action. Bring out the 1st contestants.

2nd sportscaster  Wait! Who will judge the Race to the Bottom?

1st sportscaster  Who better than those from the richest 1% of the population (points to Banker’s Chorus)? 


Banker’s Chorus takes a bow.


They control the vast majority of the nation’s wealth and they think Free Trade is just swell.

2nd sportscaster  OK. The first contestant(s) is(are) The Canadian(s).


Canadian(s) enter. Banker #1 picks up Canadian flag.
1st sportscaster  So you’re here to Race to the Bottom?

Canadian(s) Well, actually we’d rather not, eh?

2nd sportscaster  Why not?

Canadian #1  NAFTA has been a disaster for Canadians. In the last decade, we’ve had a huge increase in child poverty while the number of millionaires has tripled.

Canadian #2  Management salaries go up 15% a year while workers’ wages don’t keep up with inflation.

Canadian #1  Because of NAFTA lawsuits, the Canadian government has been forced to allow the sale of the toxic gasoline additive MMT. And UPS is suing our postal service.

Canadian #2  And the FTAA would end government support for Canadian books, movies and theater, and we want more than MTV!

Banker #2  Too Bad! It doesn’t matter what you want. We’re rich and powerful. We know what’s best. It’s time to begin the race.


Banker #1 outfits one with dollar harness. Canadian(s) begin to chase the dollar across the stage. Halfway across the stage, Banker Chorus sounds a gong.
1st sportscaster  Sorry fellows you lose. Judges, can you tell us why they lost The Race to the Bottom?

Banker #2  National health insurance. You can’t win The Race to the Bottom if everyone in the damn country can go to the doctor when they’re sick. What were they thinking?

1st sportscaster  Any consolation prize?

Banker #3  Sure, after the FTAA, you win an appearance on Jerry Springer and a job pumping the water of Lake Superior to Arizona.

1st sportscaster  Well, that’s something… Who’s next?

2nd sportscaster  Bring out the American(s)!


American(s) enter.1st sportscaster  Ready for The Race to the Bottom?

American #1  No way. Since NAFTA we’ve lost 3 million industrial jobs and employers use the threat of job loss to drive down wages. So we voted not to.

Banker, American  How quaint. You’re American(s). I’m from FLORIDA. I just counted your votes. You lost! So… let’s begin.


Banker #1 outfits one with dollar harness. American(s) begin(s) to chase the dollar across the stage. Halfway across the stage, Banker Chorus sounds a gong.

1st sportscaster  Well I’m sorry… you lose the Race to the Bottom. Tell ‘em why, guys.

Banker Chorus (to the tune of “My Favorite Things”)


Laws about safety 
and water pollution
Social Security’s 
not our solution.


Workers’ rights, union strikes, FMLA
This is why we all want to move away


It’s all bull-shit
And we’re tired
of democracy.
But once our eyes feast on the FTAA

Why then we will feel…O…K…


2nd sportscaster  Our next contestants are the Mexican(s). 


Mexican(s) enter. 


Are you ready to race to the bottom?

Mexican #1  We’re pretty tired… what with working 12 hours a day for less than a dollar an hour in a maquiladora.


You see, even after 8 years of NAFTA, Mexico now has record-high poverty rates of 70% and the average minimum wage lost more than three quarters of its purchasing power in those years.

Mexican #2  And since the tin shack I have to live in doesn’t have running water… and the factory has been dumping toxic waste into an open sewer… my health has been pretty bad.

Banker #2  What’s this COMPLAINING?! There’s no complaining in The Race to the Bottom.

Bankers’ Chorus sounds gong. 
You lose! No complaining, no complaining.

2nd sportscaster  Who’s our next contestant?

1st sportscaster  The great thing about the FTAA is we’ll have 31 new contestants to run The Race to the Bottom! Yes, it’s all the thrills and chills of NAFTA… only bigger and better!! More places to move jobs. More environment to pollute and ignore. And it’s not just free trade for goods, but services like education, healthcare and govenment contractors as well!!


Crowd of Workers with remaining flags enter with Children in the lead.

And what have we here? (points to Children)
2nd sportscaster These workers, some as young as 12 years old, are ready to put in a good 14 hours today for 35 cents an hour.

1st sportscaster  Well… idle hands are the devil’s workshop. Are you ready kids? 


Children & Crowd of workers vigorously nod NO.

Banker #1 grabs Child, outfits him/her with dollar harness. Child/ren begins to move across floor. Bankers’ Chorus sounds gong. 

2nd sportscaster  Oh, I’m sorry. You lose.

Child/ren  Why? Why?

1st sportscaster  Don’t you understand? EVERYBODY loses in The Race to the Bottom.

Children  But that’s not fair!

2nd sportscaster  Sorry kids, this is FREE trade, not FAIR trade.

1st sportscaster  Well… ALMOST everybody loses.

Bankers’ Chorus (to the tune of “America the Beautiful”)


The Corporations shall control
the whole economy
Who else should wield such awesome power?
But all my friends and me?


Bankers play beach ball with globe as they sing.


North America, South America,
in both we’ll soon hold sway
For once we get FTAA
We’ll always get our way


Bankers continue to hum and sway with their arms around each other. They begin to toast with glasses.


Meanwhile, the Crowd of Workers have been talking with each other and organizing. Drums begin sounding dum da da de dum da da de dum da da de dum… 

Crowd of Workers begins marching in place, linking arms and singing “Solidarity Forever”:


When the union’s inspiration
Through the workers blood shall run
There can be no power greater
Anywhere beneath the sun
Yet no force on earth is weaker
Than the feeble strength of one
For the union makes us strong


Crowd of Workers holds flags and “STOP FTAA” signs while surrounding Bankers Chorus—which reacts in horror while cowering in fear…


Solidarity Forever
Solidarity Forever
Solidarity Forever
The union makes us strong


Bankers’ Chorus (to the tune of My Favorite Things)


Don’t you dumb workers
Have something else to do
TV — drugs — drinking
All pickle your noodle
All of this marching
Has got us upset
Please just go back and watch your TV set


Demonstrations!
Throughout the nation!
How will this deal get done?
We remember Seattle
It sure got us rattled
Can’t you just all please…
…Stay home?
Crowd of Workers repeat chorus of "Solidarity Forever" and then continue humming tune to “Solidarity Forever" as 1st sportscaster & 2nd sportscaster   pass out “FTAA” song sheets to audience.


Solidarity Forever
Solidarity Forever
Solidarity Forever
The union makes us strong

All Bankers crumble to floor before song ends.  End with Big Vegas finish:  Workers snatch globe and display proudly, workers pose feet on bankers, etc.

.All Workers loudly and proudly repeat:
FOR THE UNION MAKES US STRONG!!!

Everybody lines up and BOWS with gusto
FTAA  (to the tune of YMCA)

By Mike Prokosh (United for a Fair Economy)  [with a few additions]

WORKER! Is your job headed south? Well soon

Temp jobs will put food in your mouth. And with

Public sector jobs privatized.

You can kiss you union goodbye

Students! Do you hate channel one? I say

Corporate takeover has begun. And soon

Money will decide who learns what

You can kiss your access goodbye

We all will pay for the FTAA

We all will pay for the FTAA

You can wheel and deal

You can act like a heel

You can keep whatever you steal

(We all will) pay for the FTAA

We all will pay for the FTAA

Free trade comes at a cost

Fight now or it's lost

Let's show corporations who's boss!




Hiker! Do you love those big trees? I say

Skier! How 'bout that mountain breeze? Without

Watch dogs! Toxics proliferate

You can kiss wilderness goodbye

Congress you know how you must vote. Those free

Traitors keep your campaign afloat, but we're

Watching! Don't go changing your vote, 

or you can kiss your office goodbye

It's time to protest the FTAA

It's time to protest the FTAA

March to Miami with us,

It's time to get on the bus,

Let's STOP FREE TRADE, it's not too late!

No  FTAA

It's time to protest the FTAA

March to Miami with us,

Come on and get on the bus,

Let's STOP FREE TRADE, it's not too late!
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