Pilgrimage Paper: Encountering the Foreign

This program has invited us to embark on pilgrimages, to encounter that which is foreign to and in us.  Rather than inviting us to tour foreign lands—instead of being tourists— we’ve been invited to step into unknown landscapes as pilgrims.  While a pilgrim may stay in one familiar place or journey vast physical distances, the pilgrim’s quest is necessarily both an inquiry into the nature of the external world and into inner landscapes.  A pilgrim loves the possibility of the impossible—transforming the familiar and inquiring into the obvious, our certainties.  Pico Iyer opens Traveling Souls: Contemporary Pilgrimage Stories by saying:

Unlike a typical adventurer, the pilgrim seeks not to conquer the worlds he visits but to surrender to them; and unlike a missionary, he seeks not to preach but, in the silence of his supplication, to listen.  A pilgrim does not have to be moving towards something holy, I think, so much as toward whatever resides in the deepest part of him: it could be a poet who gave wings to his soul, or a lover who 

broke his heart open. (vii)  

One could rephrase our weekly dyad questions—Where are you going? or Where are you now?—into something reminiscent of what Richard Miller said at the winter quarter retreat: What is your heart’s deepest longing?

In preparation for writing your finalized self-evaluation, reflect on the past quarter.  Where did you begin?  Where did you go?  What or whom have you encountered?  In what ways have you experienced “being with the other?” How have you been changed?  It may be useful to look to Martin Buber’s notions of reflection as depicted in the first paragraph of Meetings: Autobiographical fragments. 

It cannot be a question here of recounting my personal life (I do not possess the kind of memory necessary for grasping great temporal continuities as such), but solely of rendering an account of some moments that my backward glance lets rise to the surface, moments that have exercised a decisive influence on the nature and direction of my thinking. (21)

Wielding the rhetorical devices we’ve compiled for Monday Meeting Papers, craft three “meeting” vignettes that deal with the following:

* Required: body maps (in conversation with Don Johnson).

* Required: community service (in conversation with Arthur Deikman—check out his new website http://www.deikman.com/index.html).

* For your third vignette, you may choose any other component of the Awareness program: program texts, visual images, peer group, seminar, dyad work, the optional retreat, visio divina, or a person (guest lecture, faculty or peer).  

I am no philosopher, prophet, or theologian, but a man who has seen something and who goes to a window and points to what he has seen.  –Martin Buber
