WORKSHOP ON U.S. MILITARY BASE RESISTANCE

People’s Geography of American Empire, Spring 2007

Okicoma is a military base town, in a land conquered by the U.S. military many decades ago. The town hosts a U.S. Army base, a U.S. Air Force landing strip, and a Port that ships weapons and troops to foreign war zones. It is controlled by its own sovereign government, but the U.S. military dominates the local economy, environment, and culture. Recently, citizens have been criticizing military practices, and some groups have begun to call for the restructuring or ejection of the bases. Yet the criticism is coming from different angles, from different social sectors (constituencies). How do they form an alliance to take on the military?

A. Count off and divide into seven groups, each representing one of these sectors. Select two representatives for your sectoral group:

1. Peace group (which wants to shut down the base and/or stop port shipments)

2. Environmental group (which has more limited goals of banning nuclear weapons and uranium munitions from the base, and cleaning up toxic wastes).

3. Women’s groups (representing or raising the exploitation of prostituted women and women GIs)

4. Base workers (who are employed by the military but have objections to their treatment)

5. U.S. military personnel (who are stationed at the bases but unhappy with deployments)

6. Military families (who live around the base with their GI relative present or absent)

7. Other community members (not tied to the military but economically dependent on it).

B. Discuss these three questions in your sectoral group (15 minutes): 

1. What is your group’s main problem with the bases? 

2. What common ground or differences would you have with the other sectors?

3. How can a united alliance be built of the different sectors, and around which issues?

C. The entire class will join together to have a joint meeting to form an alliance.  Your two representatives will sit in front to express the views of your group (10 minutes).

D. Groups can question or approach each other to discuss the issues and make deals that would facilitate forming an alliance (10 minutes).  

D. If an alliance is formed, it needs to prioritize which issues it would focus on (20 minutes).


1. What would the campaign plan of such an alliance?


2. What difficulties or obstacles should it anticipate and address in advance?


3. How would the campaign plan timeline be at 3 months, 6 months, 1 year, 2 years?

