Forensics & Criminal Behavior

Fall Quarter 2006 Program Description

This program integrated sociological and forensic science perspectives to investigate crime and societal responses to it.  During the fall quarter we introduced forensic science, learned about the sociology of murder, developed critical thinking and quantitative reasoning skills, and learned introductory forensic science laboratory skills.  Additional program goals included: maintaining a professional laboratory notebook, improving collaborative and independent research skills, and gaining experience working with others.

Our forensics investigations focused on trace evidence analysis (fingerprints, blood identification, hairs), as well as ink chromatography and glass fractures and fragments.  Students also studied criminological theory and criminal investigative analysis, and engaged in a peer-teaching exercise about types of homicide.  Students applied their knowledge and observational skills to interpret mock crime scenes.  The quantitative reasoning exercises centered on unit conversions, rates and percentages, graphing, and graphical analysis.  

Students attended a quarter-long library research workshop and collaborated with a peer in a quarter-long research project that culminated in a poster session.  Students began with an introduction to the online catalog and to interlibrary loan systems that extended their reach beyond Evergreen’s local collection. They proceeded with their research in a variety of multidisciplinary full-text databases, which they used as a basis for working in more specialized subject indexes. Students learned how to identify and evaluate peer-reviewed publications and primary research articles. At the conclusion of the workshop, students wrote annotations that adhered to APA style and formatting conventions. 

Throughout the quarter students attended a variety of lectures, workshops, and laboratory experiments.  Guest speakers included a hair and fiber expert, fingerprint expert, and self-defense instructor, and we went on a field trip to the Murder Mystery Dinner Train. (Some students opted to go to The Bodies Exhibit.)  Students participated in weekly seminar discussions of program readings and in order to encourage stress management skills, students engaged in a self-selected stress-release activity each week.  Students demonstrated their knowledge through a variety of assignments including a cumulative final examination.  Satisfactory and timely completion of work was required for credit.
Our texts fall quarter included James and Nordby’s Forensic Science; Evans’ The Casebook of Forensic Detection; Fox, Levin, and Quinet’s The Will to Kill: Making Sense of Senseless Murder; Douglas and Olshaker’s The Anatomy of Motive; de Becker’s The Gift of Fear; Cornwell’s Post Mortem; Haywood’s Going Nowhere Fast; and Deaver’s The Coffin Dancer.
