Forensics and Criminal Behavior
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Description: Why do people kill each other?  How is a crime scene analyzed?  How are crimes solved?  How can we prevent violent crime and murder?  This program will integrate sociological and forensic science perspectives to investigate crime and societal responses to it.  We will explore how social and cultural factors including race, class, and gender are associated with crime and criminal behavior.  Through our forensics investigations, we will examine subjects including biology, chemistry, geology, odontology, osteology, pathology, and physics.  We will study evidentiary techniques for crime scene analysis, fingerprints, DNA, blood splatter, fibers, glass fractures and fragments, hairs, ballistics, teeth, bones, and body remains.  This program will utilize hands-on laboratory and field approaches to the scientific methods used in crime scene investigation.  Students will learn to apply analytical, quantitative, and qualitative skills to collect and interpret evidence.  In addition to weekly writing and quantitative assignments, students will engage in research writing and conduct team projects in crime scene investigation.  

Faculty:  



Sharon Anthony

867-6654
anthonys@evergreen.edu


Toska Olson

867-6545
olsont@evergreen.edu


Rebecca Sunderman
867-6121
sundermr@evergreen.edu

Quarters: Fall, Winter, Spring
Class Standing: 50% first-year and 50% sophomore

Possible Credit awarded in: forensic science with lab, sociology of criminal behavior, writing

Total credits: 16 per quarter, all lower level

Prerequisites: Although there are no prerequisites for this program, general high school science and math will be helpful and is strongly recommended.

Special Expenses: $100 fall quarter for field trips, including the Spirit of Washington mystery dinner train on Thursday October 5th, 2006. 

Books, weekly schedules, contact information, assignment descriptions, and general program information will be posted and updated regularly on the program website (http://academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/fcb/) as the planning process continues.  We hope to have a booklist ready by the end of July so you can buy your books ahead of time and hopefully get an early start on the reading.







