The Case of the Cyanide Cocktail

Part I—observation of the crime scene
**This lab was adapted from one created b the Biological Science Initiative at the University of Colorado. 

The scene at Dr. Thomas Fischer’s apartment is a grisly one.  Dr. Fischer is dead, apparently from ingestion of potassium cyanide poison.  His body has already been removed by the coroner.  The police suspect that he may have committed suicide, but they are not sure at this time.
You and the other forensic specialists on your team have been assigned to examine the site and treat it as a crime scene in case Dr. Fischer didn’t commit suicide.  When you arrive at the site, you are told by the officer in charge that the police have tried to keep the area as undisturbed as possible.  Your role is to carefully observe the crime scene, document everything you see by taking notes, and make a crime scene map.  Other crime scene investigators will be collecting the evidence, and you will be responsible for analyzing some of it in the lab.  
List of physical evidence:

After your initial survey of the scene, provide a detailed written answer to the questions below.  The police or district attorneys may have additional questions for you later. 

1) From your initial survey of the scene, do you think the physical evidence supports the theory that Dr. Fischer committed suicide, or might this have been a murder?

2) Is there any evidence to suggest that someone other than Dr. Fischer was in the apartment recently?

3) Assuming that Dr. Fischer was murdered, develop a rudimentary but substantiated profile of the offender given the information available.  
Sketch of crime scene:

