Forensics and Criminal Behavior, Winter 2007

Due Mon, Jan. 29 at 1 p.m.

SOCIOLOGICAL FIELDWORK ASSIGNMENT #1: TELEVISION CONTENT ANALYSIS 

What messages do crime-related television programs contain about gender, race, and class?

Instructions: Many children and adults spend a large proportion of their day watching television, so T.V. programming is an important socializing agent.  A number of researchers and media critics have pointed to the pervasiveness of stereotyping in television programs.  In order to examine this claim as it relates to forensics, crime, and law-related programming, spend several hours watching adult-oriented television about these topics (e.g., “Cops,” “Law and Order,” “Bones,” “CSI,” “Criminal Minds,” “Cold Case,” etc.).  Watch at least three entire shows.  

Read the research and analysis questions before you begin, and keep legible field notes on your observations about each question and T.V. program.  Type your responses to the research and analysis questions and bring them and your field notes to class on Monday, Jan. 29th.
research questions: 

a. general

1. Briefly describe your data and your data collection procedures (e.g., Which shows did you watch?  When?  What was the setting—e.g., were there interruptions?).  

b. gender 

2. Are the genders represented with equal frequency in the programs?  Provide specific data to support your claims.

3. How are women and men portrayed in these programs? What roles and attributes do they have?  Provide specific data to support your claims.  For example:
· What are their jobs?  

· Who are the bosses and the workers?  

· If they are criminals, what crimes have they committed?  

· Who is aggressive?  

· Who is victimized?  

· Who is being rescued?  

· Who is in a dominant position?  

· Who is sexualized?  

· To what extent do the men and women conform to stereotypical ideals of their bodies?  

4. What other observations do you have about gender in crime-related T.V. shows?

c. race

5. Are the races represented with equal frequency in the programs?  Provide specific data to support your claims.

6. How are members of each race portrayed in these programs? What roles and attributes do they have?  Provide specific data to support your claims.  

7. What other observations do you have about race in crime-related T.V. shows?

continued

d. class

8. Are the classes represented with equal frequency in the programs?  Provide specific data to support your claims.

9. How are members of each class portrayed in these programs? What roles and attributes do they have?  Provide specific data to support your claims.  

10. What other observations do you have about class in crime-related T.V. shows?

e. intersections

11. Describe the intersections between the statuses (race, gender, and class) in these media.  Did the intersections conform to stereotypes?  For example, did you find “exotic” or sexualized women of color?  Lower-class male “buffoons”?  Poor African-American mothers?  Asian male martial artists?  Young African-American male criminals?  (If you had difficulty finding a diverse representation in the media, you should comment on this fact.)

analysis question:

1. How do these television programs reinforce and/or transform traditional notions of crime and criminality as they relate to gender, race, class, and their intersections?  Use specific evidence from your research to support your discussion.

Sources:

Rickabaugh, Cheryl.  1998.  Sex and Gender.  New York: McGraw-Hill.

Watson, David.  1990.  "Portrayal of the sexes on TV." Pp. 295-297 in Makosky et al (eds.) Activities handbook for the teaching of psychology.  Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

FCB Winter 2007    FIELDWORK ASSIGNMENT #1: SAMPLE CONTENT ANALYSIS FIELD NOTES
Name of program, accessibility (e.g., cable only?): _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Length of program: _____________________________________________________________________________

Date and time of viewing:________________________________________________________________________

Setting/conditions during fieldwork:______________________________________________________________

Program characters:

Women/girls: ________________(#)

percent of total: ________________

Men/boys: ________________(#)

percent of total: ________________

White: ________________(#)

percent of total: ________________

African-American: ________________(#)

percent of total: ________________

Asian: ________________(#)

percent of total: ________________

Hispanic: ________________(#)

percent of total: ________________

Working class: ________________(#)

percent of total: ________________

Middle class: ________________(#)

percent of total: ________________

Upper class: ________________(#)

percent of total: ________________

General description of plot, action, characters’ roles, characters’ physical descriptions, etc.

Specific information:

Who is in charge?

Who are the criminals?   What are their crimes?

Who are the victims?  How do they behave?

Who is aggressive?  

Who is in a dominant position?  

Who is sexualized?  

Other relevant observations:

