Forensics and Criminal Behavior, Fall 2006

Murder peer teaching assignment

Overview

We often learn something best when we teach it to others.  For this assignment, you will specialize in a particular chapter from The Will to Kill, collaborate with others who have read the same chapter to determine the central content and best teaching strategies, and then individually teach the chapter to peers who have read different chapters.  Learning information in this fashion is not a substitute for reading the chapters on your own, but it’s a fun way to get involved in the material.

You will have no more than 20 minutes to teach about your chapter, review your handouts, answer your students’ questions, and fill out presentation feedback forms.  Please plan accordingly.

Peer teaching structure and content

Step 1: Independent preparation

Mon, Oct. 23 (week 5): Sign up for a chapter.  Space is limited, so have a first, second, and third choice among chapters 4-12 in Fox et. al’s The Will to Kill.

Weds, Oct. 25: Meet during seminar with other people who’ve read the same chapter (your “chapter group members”).  

Bring to seminar: 10 copies of the following (to turn in to your seminar faculty and other chapter group members):

1. Main points of the chapter: When applicable, this should at least include the definitions, descriptions, statistics, research on causation, and ideas about solutions presented in the chapter.

2. Written proposal for how to teach this material in an engaging and memorable way (e.g., Will you focus on case studies?  Play a game?  Give a quiz?  Use visual aids?).  Be specific.

3. A list of questions for the final exam study guide.  These questions should focus on central issues in the chapter, and you should cover the answer in your presentation.

Step 2: Preparation in chapter groups (students who’ve read the same chapter).

Weds, Oct. 25: Spend about 1 hour during seminar reviewing each individual’s handouts.  As a group, decide what the main points of the chapter are and what material you will put on your final exam study guide.  Every member of your chapter group must use the same information for your main chapter points and for the final exam study guide material.  This way the entire program will have a consistent base of information from which to draw.  As individual presenters, you are free to move beyond this basic information if you choose.

Spend the second hour deciding how to best teach this material.  Keep in mind that your students will be listening to 8 presentations and will need to remember the information for the final exam.  You will each be presenting this information alone, and individual presenters may use different teaching strategies, but these brainstorming sessions can be very useful.  Your entire presentation should take no more than 20 minutes, including time for teaching, activity/discussion, reviewing handouts, student questions, and writing presentation feedback.  

Your chapter group may need to meet outside of class time to write your group handout (main points and study guide) and to practice your presentation techniques.

Step 3: Independent peer teaching of chapter (to students who have read other chapters).

Mon, Oct. 30 (week 6): Peer teaching of chapters 4, 5, 6, 7 in afternoon class, Lib. 4300.  

The class will split into groups of 9.  One member from each chapter group will be represented in each peer teaching group.  (E.g., if you read chapter 4, you will teach this chapter to students who read chapters 5-12.)  PLEASE BE ON TIME.  Every student must attend this class session.  

Tues, Oct 31: Peer teaching of chapters 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 during workshop.  You will be in the same peer-teaching groups as you were yesterday.  PLEASE BE ON TIME.  Every student must attend this class session.  

Due dates (see above for assignment specifics):

Weds, Oct. 25 (week 5): 10 copies of independent teaching preparation materials.  Submit one copy to your seminar faculty and give a copy to each member of your chapter group.

Mon, Oct. 30 (week 6): Materials from peer teaching of chapters 4-7.  Bring 9 copies of your chapter group handout and study guide for your students.  Submit the following to Toska: your chapter group handout and study guide, an outline of your teaching plans, other materials you used for your presentation (visuals, data charts, quiz questions, etc.), and your students’ feedback on your presentation.

Tues, Oct. 31: Materials from peer teaching of chapters 8-12.  Bring 9 copies of your chapter group handout and study guide for your students.  Submit the following to Toska: your chapter group handout and study guide, an outline of your teaching plans, other materials you used for your presentation (visuals, data charts, quiz questions, etc.), and your students’ feedback on your presentation.

MURDER PEER TEACHING PRESENTER FEEDBACK—complete after each presentation

Address each question on your own paper and give to the presenter.

Chapter #/topic: ____________   Presenter’s name: ____________   Your name: ____________   

1. What did you learn from this presentation?

2. What worked well in this presentation?

3. What suggestions do you have for improving the presentation?

Final discussion questions (discuss Tuesday Oct. 31 after all chapter presentations)
1. What have you learned about murder in America from this assignment?  

2. What similarities exist between the different types of murder?  

3. What conclusions can you draw about the causes of murder?  Which theories seem to best explain why murders occur?

4. What solutions make the most sense (e.g., harsher penalties, different treatment, genetic testing, better job opportunities...)?

Please direct any questions, suggestions, concerns, etc. to Toska.  

