Persuasive Research Project, Seminar, and Essay Assignment

Forensics and Criminal Behavior, Winter 2006

Description:  This is a quarter long individual research project designed to be completed outside of class time.  A research question will drive your studies. (See below).  The outcomes of this assignment are: 

1) A research portfolio including: 

a. Record of Research

b. Annotated Bibliography

c. Record of Arguments

2) A seminar discussion

3) Multiple drafts of a persuasive essay on the research question

4) Peer review experience with the revision process

Time commitment:  This research project is worth 2 credits.  Therefore, you need to spend a great deal of time working on it!!!!!!!!  To pace yourself, a good gauge is that you should be spending 3 hours per credit hour per week.  Therefore, you should spend about 6 hours a week working on your persuasive essay/research project.  
Purpose:  The purpose of this assignment is to help you develop your ability to make well-reasoned and well-substantiated persuasive arguments.  Your task is to research both sides of the research question listed below.  You should search for evidence from both the physical and social sciences that supports and refutes both sides of the argument.  This will ultimately allow you to construct an interdisciplinary persuasive argument that provides both point and counterpoint to your thesis.

Research Question:  Does race exist?  Specifically, is race a biological reality or merely a social construction?  Forensic anthropologists argue that race is a biological reality, and that they can determine race merely by examining bone structure.  On the other hand, social scientists argue that race has no genetic basis, and that biology is being used as an excuse for social differences.

Research portfolio: In a 3-ring binder or other notebook, keep a research portfolio that includes a record of ALL of your research activities, an annotated bibliography, and a record of arguments.  This is a way for you to organize the research you do on this project, and a way for us to follow what you’re doing.  
Record of Research: Your record of research should have an entry for each date you worked on the project that includes:

· Date and # hours you worked on the project that day.

· Journals, websites, books etc. you used that day.

· The search techniques you used, including keyword searches.

· Useful citations and annotations for every resource.  These could be either written by hand or printed out from a web page or journal article.

· Data tables and useful data.

· Summaries of articles.

· Sketches of graphs or figures.

· Brief reflections on how you think the data you’ve collected contributes to answering the research questions

· Anything else that’s useful for your research.

Record of Arguments:  Keep a detailed record of arguments that help you answer the research question.  Include text citations for every argument.  An example is given below:

	
	Race is a biological reality
	Race has no basis in biology 

	physical science
	An examination of skull morphology allows for determination of race.  Can distinguish between Caucasoid, Negroid, and Mongoloid skulls.  (Manheim, p. 24)
	No characteristic, trait, or gene distinguishes all the members of one so-called race from all the members of another (Marks 1997).

	social science
	Ethnicities/races are genetic extended families; as such, we’re genetically predisposed to discriminate against those who are ethnically different from us. (van den Berghe 1987)
	Racial classification has changed over time and varies across cultures, which is evidence that race is socially constructed (“Race: The Power of an Illusion” www.pbs.org/race).


Annotated Bibliography:  You should have an extensive interdisciplinary annotated bibliography.  Since this is a quarter-long project, be sure that you use a wide variety of academic, peer-reviewed sources.  You should have at least 20 sources in your annotated bibliography (try for 10 sources each from the physical and social sciences).  There are handouts in the Writing Center providing guidelines for writing annotated bibliographies.  

Seminar Discussion:  Seminar in week five will focus on the research question.  In addition to completing your research portfolio, bring with you to seminar a completed thesis statement related to the research question.  Be ready to discuss your thesis statement and provide referenced arguments to support your thesis statement.  

Persuasive essay:  In your persuasive essay, your goal is to persuade the reader that your answer to the question is correct.  Thus, you must take a stand on one side or the other of the question.  For instance, you must argue either that race does exist as a biological reality or that race does not exist as a biological reality.  You can not waffle on both sides of the argument.  Your essay should not be longer than 3 typed pages. (The attached annotated bibliography does not count toward your three pages.)  Your argument must be well-supported with evidence from both the physical and social sciences, taken from your record of arguments.  Your arguments should anticipate and refute arguments from the other side of the issue.  Sources must be cited throughout your paper—this is not an opinion-based paper. 

Peer review:  You will be expected to review the work of your peers.  Take this seriously.  Positive feedback is very useful for the self-esteem and should be included in any evaluation, but only constructive criticism can help your peers to improve.  Include positive feedback, constructive criticism, specific ideas for improvement, and general areas of confusion.  

Due Dates: 

· Wednesday, Week 3 (January 24th)

· Research portfolio due (includes the record of research, the annotated bibliography, and the record of arguments.)

· Wednesday, Week 5 (February 7th)

· Seminar on research question (This includes submitting your thesis statement.)

· Copy of research portfolio due (includes the record of research, the annotated bibliography, and the record of arguments.)  Keep the original for reference as you write your paper.

· Wednesday, Week 6 (February 14th)

· Completed intermediate draft of persuasive essay for peer review.  This version should already incorporate writing tutor comments.

· Peer review of persuasive essay during seminar.  Bring 3 copies to seminar.

· Monday, Week 8 (February 26th)

· Revised final draft of persuasive essay.  Attach all of your drafts (see below) and your annotated bibliography. 
· Final research portfolio due (includes the record of research, the annotated bibliography, and the record of arguments.) 
****Note the minimum number of drafts you should have of this paper.  We will be looking for substantial revisions at each step of this process.  

1. original draft taken to Writing Center before week 6

2. revised draft (incorporating tutor comments) submitted to peers week 6

3. revised draft (incorporating peer comments) submitted to writing tutor

4. revised draft (incorporating tutor comments) submitted to faculty week 8

