The Great Potato Massacre

Forensics & Criminal Behavior, Fall 2006

Part One:

Complete a PowerPoint driven workshop in the CAL on Tuesday October 24th.  The “End of Module Questions” are due on Wednesday November 1st.

Part Two:

When you enter the room on Monday November 13th, there will be five crime scenes within Spudville : a school bus, a construction site, a soccer field, a local carnival, and a shopping mall.  Each crime scene contains two to four victims (potatoes).  The victims are labeled one through fourteen and all victims are dead.

The class will be divided into fourteen units. Your unit will be assigned one of the victims and there will be several units at each crime scene.

Your job before class…

· Assign necessary crime scene investigation roles within your unit. 

· Decide, as a unit how you will collaborate with other units at your crime scene. Keep in mind that there are multiple units at a crime scene. Communication will be essential to prevent contamination of another unit’s investigation.

Your job during class…

· Investigate the crime scene. (We will not be wearing gloves.)

· Collect temperature and time data for your victim. (Little time should be wasted before these data are collected.) This information will be used to determine time of death. 

Your job after class…

· Prepare a spreadsheet and graph, in Excel, for determination of victim time-of-death.

· Prepare a unit determined reconstruction of the crime. (This should be at least one paragraph and no more than two pages in length.) 


· Obtain time-of-death values for the other victims at your crime scene from the other investigative units at your scene. 

· Modify your unit-determined reconstruction of the crime, taking into account what you have learned from other investigative teams.  The reconstruction should involve all victims. (This should be at least one paragraph and no more than two pages in length.)


· Prepare an individual summary of how the unit performed both as an individual unit and as a collaborative team with other units. (This should be one or two, typed paragraphs.)

What to submit on Monday December 4th…

· Each individual needs to submit a performance summary

· Each team needs to submit: (1) excel spreadsheet and graph—using good format techniques—showing time of death determination for your assigned victim (2) team crime reconstruction using only your data (3) team crime reconstruction using time-of-death data from all investigative groups at your crime scene…AN ACCEPTABLE RECONSTRUCTION MUST INCLUDE: INTERVIEW NOTES, CRIME SCENE PHOTOS, AND A NARRATIVE RECONSTRUCTION.

It will be necessary to use creativity and deductive reasoning to determine a plausible reconstruction of the crime.  Your reconstruction should explain any and all injuries to your victim including how your victim died.  Your reconstruction must make logical sense based on the crime scene location.  Your reconstruction must take into account the additional victims at the scene.





It will be necessary to use creativity and deductive reasoning to determine a plausible reconstruction of the crime.  Your reconstruction should explain any and all injuries to all victims, including how each victim died and their time of death.  Your reconstruction must make logical sense based on the crime scene location.  It is essential that your reconstruction includes and supports the time-of-death information determinations.








