Debate (Spring 2007) 

We will be using structured debates in our study of issues pertaining to the criminal justice system.  These debates will provide an opportunity to complete academic library research, delve deeper into a variety of interesting topics, learn from other members of the learning community, gain more experience with public speaking, and practice supporting our ideas and statements with the referenced work of others.  All students will participate in two debates, one in week five and one in week nine.  Each week has two topics associated with it.  You will have the opportunity to select the topic of your choice during seminar.  Both topics need an equal distribution of participants and if this does not occur spontaneously the seminar faculty will become involved in topic selection.

Debate Questions

Week Five:

· Should the death penalty be abolished?

· Should DNA samples from all convicted felons be kept in a national DNA database?

Week Nine:

· Should repeat sex offenders be chemically castrated?

· Should juveniles charged with first degree murder be tried as adults?

Debate Format

Exact debate protocol will be established and explained in seminar during week three of the quarter.  The general format will be something like this…Two questions will be debated during each of the two hour sessions.  During one debate question, you will be the audience, the observer. During the other debate question, you will be debating.  Upon entering the room you will be assigned to either “for” or “against” the question you have been researching.  (Everyone must research both sides.)  All those who were designated “for” become a team that will debate those who were designated “against.”  The “teams” will have a couple of minutes to set up and establish the order of debaters: Who will speak first, second, etc. All students should be prepared for any speaking position.  Regardless of speaking position, all participants are expected to be courteous and respectful of others. Flippancy, inappropriate body language, insults, or verbal attacks directed to a person instead of an idea are unacceptable.

When the debate starts, speaking rights rotate between the “for” and “against” sides with a coin flip establishing who gets to begin.  When it is your turn to speak you have two goals: (1) Refute at least one argument presented by the opposing side. (2) Introduce a new argument in support of your side.  Both of these tasks require the use of reference-supported arguments. (It is very important that your organized notes allow you to easily search for arguments to refute your opponent.)  If your team opens the debate and you are the first presenter, you do not have anything to refute. Thus, your presentation will only contain arguments in support of your side. If you are the closing speaker, it is your responsibility to attempt to summarize the strongest arguments presented by your team. As the closing speaker, you do not have to provided references in your summation statement.

Assignment Components

Annotated Bibliography: You should have an extensive interdisciplinary annotated bibliography.  Since this is a quarter-long project, be sure that you use a wide variety of academic, peer-reviewed sources.  There are handouts in the Writing Center providing guidelines for writing annotated bibliographies. We are not particularly concerned that you can follow one style for writing this.  We are more concerned that your style is organized and contains solid annotations.  
Organized Arguments:  In preparation for the debate you will need to organize your arguments. Keep in mind that each and every argument that you use must be backed up with a reference.  You will need to keep a record of your arguments, that includes the referencing information.  We are not demanding one particular style for organizing your arguments. What we are requiring is that you have some organization that enables you to readily access appropriate arguments during the debates.  Your organized arguments must be typed.  We will discuss style ideas in week three.

Observer Response Form:  Two questions will be debated during each of the two hour sessions.  During one debate question, you will be the audience.  In this session you will be filling out the “Observer Response Form”.  (This form will be made available on the web and will be explained during seminar in week three.)

Due Date Summary

Week One:

· Sign-up for debate topics in seminar

Week Five:

· Submit your annotated bibliography for debate topic # 1
· Submit your organized arguments for debate topic # 1
· Observer response form
Week Nine:
· Submit your annotated bibliography for debate topic # 2
· Submit your organized arguments for debate topic # 2
· Observer response form
