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Issues in crime measurement
· become a critical consumer of information 

FBI’s Uniform Crime Reports


http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm

critiques of UCR:

a. methodological critiques (techniques of measurement)

1. unreported crime isn’t counted in the UCR

2. voluntary reporting:  

3. “hierarchy rule”


· FBI’s National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) will collect data on all crimes committed within a crime incident

b. conceptual critiques (theoretical)

1. UCR only records legal categories 

2. UCR distorts the seriousness of crimes by distinguishing between Part I and Part II crimes (see text for examples)

why does the FBI make a distinction between Part I and Part II crimes?  

why is this problematic?

thought question:

Is it that crimes committed by powerful people are harder to detect and seldom reported, or is the FBI politically biased in favor of the powerful? 

Conceptual critiques of UCR, con’t

3. social construction of crime data

a. The volume of crime reported to the FBI depends on:

b. Local police agencies experience contradictory pressures when reporting crime to FBI

· public pressure to underreport crime to FBI

· pressures from others overreport crime 

Always keep these factors in mind when you hear it reported that crime rates are increasing or decreasing.  Is it an election year?  

c.  Police don’t file official reports of every citizen complaint (observer or victim)

police more likely to write up a report if the complaintant:

National Crime Victimization Surveys (NCVS)

U.S. Dept. of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics:  http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/

· annually since 1972

· assumption: victims of crime more likely to report their victimization to a survey interviewer than to a police officer

· representative sample of 43,000 US households for people 12 years and older (about 80,000 people)

findings:

· in 2003, only ________ of all NCVS victimizations were reported to the police

· almost _____ of violent victimizations and almost _____ of property victimizations went unreported
why might this lack of reporting be a problem?

Critique of NCVS: 

POINT: 

· Collecting and interpreting data about crime can be complicated.

· Always be conscious of the data’s limitations.

· Why do we generally use the official data instead of other sources?  

· UCR: close to a census.  

· NCVS: nationally-representative.  

· quantitative studies are good ways to quickly summarize what’s happening in the country.
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