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FCB, Winter 2007    2/5/07         gender and crime  student notes

differential association theory (Sutherland 1939)

symbolic interactionism (West and Zimmerman 1987)

structured action and gendered crime (Messerschmidt 1993)

putting it all together: doing gender and crime in group and societal context

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

cultural anthropology candidates on campus next 3 weeks

· in my seminar next 2 weeks

· student lunches (fac and staff lounge weds 12:30 and thurs 1:00)

· student dinners thursday 6:00 downtown (reimbursed; email Toska for details)

How does community disorganization cause deviant behavior?

macro-level answer:  social disorganization theory (last lecture)

micro-level answer: DIFFERENTIAL ASSOCIATION THEORY (Edwin Sutherland 1939)

nutshell

· communities characterized by disorganization tolerate and attract deviants, and individuals become deviant through association with deviant others.

Sutherland’s Q: 

· we learn to become deviant when 

· we learn the __________________  of being deviant and the _______________ about deviance

· we're more likely to adopt delinquent peers’ attitudes and to become deviant ourselves if we associate 

“association with delinquent peers remains the single strongest predictor of delinquent behavior known today” (Mears 1998: 144). 

How can we use differential association theory to explain why there are gender differences in juvenile delinquency?

(e.g., Mears et al. 1998) -- 13-19 year-olds

· who has more delinquent friends?

· who is more strongly affected by delinquent peers?

· who can have a moral immunity to peer influence?

· what happens when “good” girls associate with “bad” boys?

doing gender survey

symbolic interactionism/"doing gender"

· Symbolic interactionists: gender is socially constructed through interactions.  We learn, produce, and reaffirm our gender through our interactions (West and Fenstermaker). 

Judith Butler "all gender is drag" 

· All gender is an imitation of some vision of what a man or woman is supposed to be like.

· There is nothing more natural or unconstructed about a female dressing up like a woman that there is about a male dressing up like a woman.  

Q: how might this help explain the amount and types of crime boys/men and girls/women commit?

applying symbolic interactionism to gender differences in crime 

e.g., school rampage shootings (Newman et al. 2004 in Barak):

“[T]he gendered rampage shootings provide these young males with a way to demonstrate their ‘anger with an entire social system that had rejected them.’ . . . [these] killers, characterizing the extreme end of trying to do masculine gender, are able in a ‘twisted’ way to claim the power and status their peers had denied them” (Barak 63).

structured action and gendered crime (Messerschmidt 1993)

· gender divisions of labor and power influence the types and amounts of crimes men and women commit

“Studying gender, or how men and women accomplish masculinity and femininity, entails a consideration of how social structures constrain and channel behavior, which, in turn, may influence a person’s criminal or law-abiding behavior or his or her actions in the workplace (… Messerschmidt 1997; West and Zimmerman 1987)” (Barak 78).

putting it all together:  doing gender and crime in group and societal context

introduction to deviance fieldwork assignment

social controls:  rewards and punishments that compel us to follow the rules of society

External social controls: 

· formal and informal sanctions

	
	positive
	negative

	informal sanction
	
	

	formal sanction
	
	


Internal social controls: 

· internalization

