Forensics & Criminal Behavior

Winter 07 Program Description

This program integrated sociological and forensic science perspectives to investigate crime and societal responses to it.  During this program we introduced forensic science; explored issues of race, class, gender, and crime; developed critical thinking and quantitative reasoning skills; and learned introductory forensic science laboratory skills.  Additional program goals included: maintaining a professional laboratory notebook, improving collaborative and independent research skills, and gaining experience working with others.

Our forensics investigations focused on trace evidence analysis (fingerprints, blood identification, hairs), ink chromatography, glass fragments, shoe and tire impressions, firearms, and evidence collection techniques.  Students also studied criminological theory and criminal investigative analysis, did a content analysis of crime shows on television, and analyzed the power of social controls through a norm violation fieldwork assignment  

Student groups applied their combined knowledge of forensics and criminology when investigating one of eighteen unique crime scenes.  In small groups students secured the scene, collected evidence, analyzed evidence in the lab, interpreted laboratory results, applied crime classification and analysis techniques, and created reconstructions.  

Students developed their academic research and writing skills during winter quarter through a persuasive essay project.  For seven weeks, students addressed the question of whether or not race was a biological reality.  They searched for evidence from both the physical and social sciences that supported and refuted both sides of the argument.  The ultimate result of this process was a thorough record of arguments, a well-reasoned and well-substantiated interdisciplinary persuasive essay, and an annotated bibliography.  

Throughout the program students attended a variety of lectures, workshops, and laboratory experiments.  Guest speakers included a crime analyst, forensic anthropologist, evolutionary biologist, coroner, and a firearms specialist. Students also attended a field trip to the Thurston County coroner’s office.  Students participated in weekly seminar discussions of program readings and in order to encourage stress management skills, students engaged in a self-selected stress-release activity each week.  Students demonstrated their knowledge through a variety of assignments including a cumulative final examination.  Satisfactory and timely completion of work was required for credit.
Our texts included James and Nordby’s Forensic Science; Evans’ The Casebook of Forensic Detection; Holmes and Holmes’ Profiling Violent Crime; Barak, Leighton, and Flavin’s Class, Race, Gender, and Crime; Neely’s Blanche on the Lam; The Search by Johansen; Sachs’ Corpse: Nature, Forensics, and the Struggle to Pinpoint Time of Death; Death’s Acre, by Bass and Jefferson, and selections from the Crime Classification Manual by Douglas et al.
