Winter 2007 Seminar Assignments
Forensics and Criminal Behavior

General Guidelines and Preparation for Discussion Questions

1. As you are reading each program article, chapter, or book, keep a journal of reflections and notes, sketches, and diagrams, or write questions and notes to yourself in the margins. Focus on finding the author's main points and what arguments, reasons, or evidence she/he uses to support these main points. Also ask yourself the following questions: Why does the author bother to make this point (why does s/he think it matters)? Are the author's arguments good, in that his/her premises or evidence support(s) the conclusion or main point?  Why or why not? What is the most important or interesting argument in the reading? And finally, what links can you find between the program's lecture topics (for the current and/or previous weeks), workshops, and the seminar readings?  These questions can inform your participation for seminar as well as your seminar assignments.
2. After you've finished each reading, compose a list of questions and problems you want to discuss in the next seminar. These questions and problems might include clarifying questions (e.g., what you did not understand in the reading), discussion questions (e.g., open‑ended questions that have no clear answer and will provoke interesting conversations), and observations about the author's main points or arguments. Include a notation about what specific places (pages) in the text motivate each question and observation. Separate your discussion questions from your personal opinion about the readings; you will have an opportunity to say whether or why you personally agreed or disagreed with the author's position, but this is not the major purpose of discussion questions.

3. Finish your list well before seminar, and take time to let the questions percolate. Your questions, thoughts, and connections will form the basis our seminar discussions—and later your seminar papers—so be sure they represent your finest thoughts and inquiries about the readings.



Seminar Assignment week 1

· Read Death’s Acre by Bill Bass 

· Prepare two discussion questions from your careful and critical reading of Death’s Acre.  Include text citations with each question.  (Please remember that we want your work typed.)

Seminar Assignment week 2

· Read from Barak et al. 2e on social class:  “Understanding Class” (pgs 23-41); “Class and Criminology” (pgs 100-105); “Lawmaking..” (pgs. 121-130); “Victimization..” (pgs. 145-158); “Law Enforcement..” (pgs. 175-187); “Punishment” (pgs. 201-212)

· Barak et al. note a disagreement in the moral evaluation of inequality in the U.S.:  While some “believe it is unjust for some to starve and live in poverty while others have so much,” . . . “[o]thers see the inequality as a necessary part of the American Dream, where the possibility of unlimited wealth motivates everyone to work harder to achieve the Good Life” (2007:29).  

 

1. Construct a persuasive thesis statement that argues for one side of the above disagreement, and 

2. Provide a list of at least three text-supported points for your thesis from this week’s readings in Barak (quote the evidence and cite the page number).  Your support for your thesis should be text-based, not based in opinion or rhetoric.



Seminar Assignment week 3

· Read from Barak et al. 2e on race: “Understanding Race” (pgs 42-60); “Race and Criminology” (pgs 105-108); “Race, Crime, and the Law” (pgs. 130-135); “Victimization and Race” (pgs. 158-161); “Race Control...” (pgs. 187-191); “Race and Punishment” (pgs. 212-217)

· Prepare three discussion questions from your careful and critical reading of the selections.  Include text citations with each question.  Try to integrate the information from class lectures and films into your discussion questions.



Seminar Assignment week 4

· Read The Search by Iris Johansen 

· Read Messerschmidt “’Boys will be Boys’ Differently” (pgs 87-118) in Masculinities and Crime (available to copy at library reserve)
· If you are new to the program we also recommend you read chapter 1 (What I learned from the bad guys) from The Anatomy of Motive and chapter 2 (Explaining Murder) from The Will to Kill, OR complete the reading early for Profiling Violent Crimes (This is week eight’s seminar text.)

· Carefully examine the character information—history and background, internal monologues, behaviors, experiences, etc.—for Logan and Rudzak. Use your knowledge of criminal profiling to create a visual display identifying what you feel are critical components of the criminal profile for Logan and Rudzak.  What distinguishes the hero and the villain, since both are murderers?  (You may create two separate displays, divide your display in half, or use one display that appropriately and clearly distinguishes both characters.)  Do your best to integrate information from both the novel and the article in your visual display. 

· The goal of this assignment is two-fold.  First, we want to see you challenge yourself creatively. Secondly, we want to see you apply your knowledge of criminal profiling and/or crime analysis and/or criminal theories.

Seminar Assignment week 5

· We will focus on our research question during this seminar.  Bring your completed research portfolio and a thesis statement.  Be ready to discuss your thesis statement and provide arguments from your research portfolio for the question “Is race a biological reality?”. Incorporate information from faculty and guest lectures, films, and your own independent research.  Integrate sociological and scientific sources into your arguments.  You will be using your research portfolio to provide evidence to support or refute the thesis statements of your peers. 



Seminar Assignment week 6

· Read Blanche on the Lam by Barbara Neely.

· Prepare a one-page statement addressing the question, “How are race, class, gender, and the intersection between them portrayed in Blanche on the Lam?”  Include a variety of text citations in your paper.  

· We will also be spending time in seminar completing peer reviews of your persuasive essay assignments.  Be sure to bring three copies of your intermediate draft.  This draft must already incorporate feedback from a writing tutor consultation.



Seminar Assignment week 7

· Read Barak et al. on intersections: “Class, Race, and Gender: Intersections and Integrations” (pgs 80-93), “Intersectionality and Criminology” (pgs 111-118), “Intersectionality, Crime, and the Law” (pgs. 140-144), “Victimization and Intersectionality” (pgs. 167-174), “Intersectionality and the Identification of Criminals” (pgs. 195-200), “Intersections and Punishment” (pgs. 221-225)

· Prepare three discussion questions that indicate what you believe are the most important issues raised about crime and intersectionality in this text.  Include text citations with each question.  



Seminar Assignment week 8

· Read Profiling Violent Crimes: An Investigative Tool.

· Create a crime scene description and sketch.  (Consider working with a crime other than murder).  On a separate page, create a profile based on your crime scene. Be certain to reference the text to support your profile so others can reproduce your work.  (As you begin trying to profile your scene you may find that more scene details are needed.  Your final crime scene description and sketch should have enough details to enable others to create a profile of a person who might have committed that crime.)  

· Bring with you three copies of your crime scene description and sketch and one copy of your crime scene with your text-supported profiling explanation. (The crime scene with your profile will be submitted to the faculty.  The three copies of your crime scene will be used in seminar.)

Seminar Assignment week 9

· Read Barak et al. “Conclusion” (pgs. 226-288) and “The Death of Innocents” (pgs 273-288) in Actual Innocence (available to copy at library reserve) 

· Write a thesis statement from the viewpoint of Barak et al. about the death penalty.  (That is, would the authors be for or against it, and why?)

· Using specific references from this week’s readings, list three arguments that support your thesis.  Your support for your thesis should not be based in opinion or rhetoric.
· List arguments in counterpoint to each of the three arguments above.  Provide text support where possible.

