First Argumentative Essay

Good and Evil: Spring, 2007

Your first argumentative essay is due Wednesday, April 25. The essay is expected to be 3-5 pages long (double-spaced, with 11- or 12-point type in a common typeface, and 1” margins on all sides). 

The goal of the essay is to state a thesis of your own and to support that thesis with reasoned arguments. In your thesis you need to take some position on the nature of good and/or evil, or on the nature of ethics more generally. Furthermore, your thesis needs to respond to some idea presented in one of the program texts we’ve read so far (Aronson, Guignon’s Introduction, Dostoevsky, MacIntyre chapters 1-3). Below are a few suggested topics. You may write about one of these, or you may develop your own. 

Since the goal of the paper is to present and support your own thesis, it’s important that you organize the paper around those tasks. In writing your paper, be sure to distinguish the “brainstorming” or “pre-writing” phase, in which you are searching for your thesis, from the “composing” phase, in which you are actually framing your whole paper and organizing into a coherent whole. In doing this last task, you should be able to say, or each paragraph of the paper, how it furthers your overall purpose of presenting and supporting your thesis.

In giving citations, follow a standard style manual (APA and MLA are both acceptable). Be sure to give exact citations for direct quotes and ideas drawn from specific passages in the readings. 

Suggested Topics:

1. Is there an implicit position about the nature of evil in Aronson’s Nobody Left to Hate? If so, what is it? 

2. What attitude does the Grand Inquisitor have about good and evil?

3. Discuss the concept of “primal evil” as Guignon represents it in the introduction to The Grand Inquisitor. 

4. Is emotivism a correct account of the nature of ethics? What alternative view about ethics is defensible? 

