Writing Assignment I – Mutagenesis, Part I
The goal of this assignment is to give you practice at thinking like a scientist. One way to do that is to teach you how scientists communicate through writing. Reading primary literature papers will also help you to do this and will emphasize how good experimental design translates into meaningful results. Therefore, when you read primary literature, do not just focus on the content, but also take a look at the structure and presentation of the paper. How do the authors make compelling arguments? Why did they select a particular way of displaying their data? What else should they have done or included to convince you of their findings? Use these questions to guide your writing and remember that writing is an iterative process. The following are instructions for the first part of the paper. Please read them carefully, review the rubric provided, and begin working on your paper as soon as possible.

Last week you completed the first part of your mutagenesis study. This week you will analyze your results, collect data from others in your lab section, and continue investigating the properties of the Salmonella typhimurium strain(s) that we provided. After analyzing your Ames test results and comparing them to others in your laboratory section, you will have enough data to begin your paper. There are different ways to display the data that will emerge from these experiments. For example, graphs and tables are good visual tools for comparing the different mutagenic properties of the reagents you tested. You may display your data in any way that you deem is the most logical and conveys the point you are trying to make. However, all data, graphs and tables will be part of the Results section of your paper. The Results section will also contain a brief explanation of the reasoning behind your experiment and the main points of how you accomplished it.

The Materials and Methods section is reserved for a more detailed description of the methods and reagents used to conduct the experiments presented in your paper. Another investigator should be able to duplicate the results after reading your paper. However, the Materials and Method section should very concise! Please provide only the necessary information for one to repeat the experiment(s) and do not duplicate the information that can be found in the results section. The Materials and Methods section is always written in paragraph form. Do NOT create lists in this section.
The first part of your mutagenesis paper is due on Friday, October, 20th and should contain the following sections in this order: 

PAGE 1:

Paper title and contact information

PAGES 2-4:

Methods and Materials; Results (inclusive of figures, if any)
Your document should be type written in 12 point font, and double-spaced.
