Curriculum Design Project

Spring Quarter 2007

Introduction
            You will join a group of 3-5 program colleagues to complete a comprehensive curriculum design project in one of your endorsement areas. The curriculum design project will be linked to the Chehalis History and Culture Project, based on one of their guiding questions. You will post your group’s curriculum design project as a part of MIT’s WIKI page.  More on this later. As part of this project, you will include the use of instructional technology that helps teach the content your project is designed to teach. Your curriculum project site will include links that provide additional resource material. 

Process

Your group will identity a specific grade level and primary endorsement subject-areas for which your curriculum is being planned.  You will teach a lesson from the project to the cohort during Week 9 or 10. As you work on your project, your team needs to reflect on how your own group processes correspond with Cohen’s Designing Groupwork as well as other professional knowledges you have gained this year in regards to collaboration and collegiality.

            In the initial stage of your planning, your team will need to consider what your goals or targets are for this curriculum project.  What is it that you want students to know and be able to do?  To help you in this process, you will need to revisit your Wiggins’ text. You will need to familiarize yourself with the existing Chehalis History and Culture Curriculum.

In Brain Matters, Wolfe (2001) explains that

educators have tried to integrate various aspects of the curriculum into more meaningful units….  [I]n many instances the thematic units…have been designed with no apparent underlying concepts in mind.  It is often difficult to determine why the theme was chosen, let alone answer questions concerning the relevance or application of what teachers are teaching. (pp. 132-133)

Therefore, it is critical that you distinguish the underlying concept(s) that you are attempting to teach from the theme of your unit plan.

In curriculum planning you should think about assessment in tandem with curriculum design so that your assessment of your students is congruent with the learning opportunities you actually provide students.  To do this, it is important early in your planning to determine what your summative evaluation will be.  Using this planning approach can help your group develop realistic, appropriate learning goals and student learning activities.

Pre-assessment of actual students for this project is not possible.  Therefore, you will assume that a pre-assessment revealed that none of the students had knowledge of the concepts you identified for this project. However, to aid future teachers using this plan, include a pre-assessment plan.

At a minimum each project must create three assessment tools: (a) a rubric, (b) selected response, and (c) one other of your choice.  Each assessment must be accompanied by a scoring criteria explanation.  Remember that assessment is formative as well as summative. 

Your plan will have a bibliography listing subject-matter sources related to your endorsement area that you consulted for the content of your project. Community assets should also be considered a subject-matter resource.
Special note to students with Elementary Education endorsement:  Any MIT student with an elementary education endorsement must plan a curriculum at one grade level in the range of grades 2-5.  You must incorporate art and health into your curriculum project.

Evaluation
            This project gives you an opportunity to contribute to a complex curriculum development project that not only guides your teaching but is aligned with the WA State Standards. design and structure a curriculum that guides teaching.  In order to realize scope and sequence of concept development in a reasonable time span, your unit must cover 10 days, i.e., ten 40-50 minute instructional periods.  In school jargon your curriculum might be called a “unit plan.”  The curriculum plan will focus on the pre-contact and/or post-contact experiences and the economic, political, and/or cultural struggle by The Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis towards sovereignty. We will work within the framework of five essential questions. The plan draws on the handout “Principles of Theory into Practice.”  The planning expectation for your group curriculum design project should meet at a minimum the “developing teacher” rubric assessment for “Domain 1: Planning and Preparation” (from the Student Teaching Handbook).
            A lesson plan is required for each day’s lesson.  You will need to follow the “Minimum Lesson Plan Components” (an item reproduced from the Student Teaching Handbook that was previously distributed to you).   A lesson plan template is provided and will be posted for use.  Any changes in the template must be based on group consensus and contain the minimum lesson plan components.  The lesson plans will be assessed in accordance with Domain 1.
            The curriculum plan must include key concepts, lesson goals, learning outcomes & assessments, and appropriate EALRs.  The curriculum should have an interdisciplinary focus and include a multicultural approach that strives to transform the mainstream Eurocentric curriculum.  The curriculum should be developmentally appropriate, student-centered, and engaging.  Direct references to the instructional approaches from Teaching the Best Practice Way must be evident in your plan.  Pay close attention to Domains 2 & 3 (see Student Teaching Handbook) in order to make sure that your plan takes into account program expectations.  In particular, the 6 elements for “Component 3c: Engaging Students in Learning” from “Domain 3” provide a useful rubric for both planning and instruction.

Presentation
            During Week 9 or 10, you will teach a lesson to the cohort.  You should also plan to have a 5 minute introduction/overview of the curriculum that includes an explanation of how the aspect being taught to the program fits within your entire curriculum design project.  For your presentation you will need to prepare and distribute the lesson plan to the cohort based on “Minimum Lesson Plan Components” (we’ll later tell you how many  copies & total time you will have for teaching your lesson).

            We anticipate that you will “rehearse” your presentation with your team.  You need to evaluate the effectiveness of your presentation preparation by referencing the assessment rubric for “Domain 3: Instruction” (from the Student Teaching Handbook).  Note: During actual student teaching the minimum expectation is that a teacher candidate be at the “emerging teacher” level, but ideally demonstrating traits for the “developing teacher.”   The “skilled experience teacher” level is one that we all strive for in our work as teachers. When you present your lesson, you will be assessed on portions of the Pedagogy Assessment Tool and the Evergreen Student Teaching Rubric.

 
“Curriculum Design Project Requirements” is attached for your reference. You will use it to evaluate your project and turn in a completed copy with your project.

	Curriculum Unit Requirements

	Curriculum Project Includes Evidence that it:
	Location in Project (p. #s)
	Comments:

	(a) states grade level & endorsement areas 
	
	

	(b) states (with labels) key concepts, lesson plans, learning outcomes
	
	

	(c) states guiding question from Chehalis History & Culture Project
	
	

	(d) is thematic and conceptually-based and draws on “Principles of Theory into Practice.”
	 
	

	(e) is linked to the Chehalis History & Culture Project
	
	

	(f) reflects “Domain 1: Planning and Preparation.”
	 
	

	(g) has a written daily lesson plan for each lesson in your thematic curriculum “unit.”
	 
	

	(h) has minimum lesson plan components for each lesson
	
	

	(i) shows evidence of preparation for teaching by following the assessment expectations from Domain 2 & 3.
	 
	

	(j) is interdisciplinary.
	 
	

	(k) is transformative in its multicultural approach  (see Banks).
	 
	

	(l) identifies all appropriate EALRs & GLEs (actual EALR & GLE numbers followed by brief label).
	 
	

	(m) is student-centered and engaging and identifies specific instructional approaches from Teaching the Best Practice Way.
	 
	

	(n) includes instructional technology that enhances instruction in at least one lesson.
	 
	

	(o) is based on a search of subject-matter sources that correspond with your endorsement area and the EALRs; these include a review of curriculum resources in print and in the community and ideas/sources from experienced teachers (bibliography included with asterisks [*] next to sources that you actually use).
	 
	

	(p) has an assessment plan based on Wiggins' text that includes (a) a rubric, (b) selected responses, and (c) one other of your choice.  
	 
	

	(q) has a scoring criteria explanation/ rationale that accompanies each assessment.
	 
	

	(r) includes expectation that students will be able to: a) state in their own language what the learning goals or targets are for a lesson or unit; b) where they are in their learning about this goal or target; c) what they need to do to improve and; d) what resources they need to improve.
	 
	

	(s) notes which lesson plan is presentated to the cohort during week 9 or 10.
	 
	

	(t) is posted on the web, includes links to resources that can support your lessons, and is linked to your individual web site.
	 
	

	(u) includes a reflection about the group processes that corresponds with your professional knowledge about collaboration and collegiality, including clear references to Cohen’s Designing Group Work.
	
	

	(v) is in alignment with Wolfe’s Brain Matters, Chapters 8-10
	
	

	 (w) includes at least 3 instructional strategies for teaching to ELL students. In an appendix to your curriculum design plan, itemize the instructional strategies you included and discuss how your curriculum plan will support an ELL student’s needs. You may focus on instruction, assessment, or any other area that will support the student in question. The Workbook Rubric from CaseNEX will be used to assess this appendix.
	
	

	(x) includes a writing assignment for a beginning, intermediate, or an advanced level ELL student for a lesson in this project that is based upon knowledge from the ELL course readings. If not clearly identified within your plans, attach the assignment as an appendix to your curriculum plan.  As an attachment, reflect on how effective this assignment was if you had an opportunity to use it in your field classroom.
	
	

	(y) IF ELEMENTARY endorsement: project includes art and health
	
	


In addition to the page numbers in this form, for each entry, clearly mark the place in your plan with the corresponding letter that refers to this form. In other words, we are asking you for the page number and marking the spot on that page so we can find your evidence.

Curriculum Design Project Work Plan


Program time is set aside on Wednesday mornings for your group to meet together in order to work on your “Curriculum Design Project.”  You will find a campus location that is conducive for your work.  Additional individual time and other group meeting times outside of the Wednesday program time slot will be necessary in order to complete all expectations for this assignment by Week 9.

Faculty need to know your location prior to your team meeting on Wednesday of Week 4.  You need to locate meeting space in the Seminar II building.  Your group will need to complete this work plan form and make 1 copy to give to your program faculty team no later than Tuesday, April 24, at 1:00 p.m. (Week 4)

Guiding Question: 








I.
Team members (3-5) & primary endorsement area for each member: _
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II.
On-campus location of Wednesday meetings:

III.
Weekly work that you anticipate your group will focus on in order to fully develop “unit plan”:

√ Week 4: 











√ Week 5: 











√ Week 6: 











√ Week 7: 











√ Week 8 












