Autoethnographic/Teacher Identity Entry #8

“Typical Ability”

Overview:


In this assignment you are expected to examine your life experiences, and personal/professional understanding of your identity as related to the broad category of “ability.” The immediate purpose of this exploration, like previous autoethnograpical/teacher identity entries, is to tie your own personal identity in this realm to the formation of your teacher identity.


You are expected to incorporate all the questions/prompts in your response.

1. Recall and describe your early experiences in which you were made aware of your physical, intellectual, and emotional ability. In what ways did your K-12 schooling directly and indirectly influence your own sense of “ability” and what constituted “typical” or “normal” ability?

2. Recall and describe from your early experiences any of your school-age peers who were considered to lack typical ability, be it physical, intellectual, and/or emotional. 


a) What was your relationship to those school-age peers?


b) How did your teachers relate to those students?

3. Recall your field experiences in K-12 schools from year 1 & 2 of this program.

a) What have you observed as a teacher candidate about the discourse and practices around physical, intellectual, and emotional ability? Describe who did not fit the norm of typical ability (do not use actual names of students).

b) What role did teacher/administrator advocacy play on behalf of these students?

c) What was your personal reaction to a) and b) above?

d) As a teacher candidate, what was your relationship to students identified as having ability that was not considered typical? What would you have liked to happen for such students?

4. How have your experiences of typical ability identification affected your identity formation as a teacher?
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