The Shadow of the Enlightenment: Questions of identity in Contemporary France
Fall Quarter, 2006
Intermediate French Syllabus: French Language
Text:  Controverses (manuel and cahier) by Oukada, Bertrand, Solberg.
Assignments and Goals
You will have specific assignments given in class and repeated on our Web page (Intermediate French Language).  The goal for this quarter is to begin with Chapitre Préliminaire and complete Chapitre 3.  We may not cover every part of every chapter, and it is possible we will move faster than expected. 
The class will include speaking, listening, reading, and writing, with emphasis on learning the grammar of French with the goal of learning to read authentic texts (extracts or full short stories and novels in French).  As much as possible in this class we will work on integrating what we are studying in the rest of the program: intellectual, aesthetic, and social history, literature, and sociolinguistics through our discussions.  
Elements you will be evaluated on in French language:  

· Expressing complex ideas; 

· Communicating ideas clearly and circumlocuting to negotiate meaning; 

· Demonstrating you have learned the vocabulary presented; 

· Using grammatical structures accurately; 

· Developing a target-like pronunciation; developing fluency; 

· Demonstrate an ability to write good French dissertations using the Hegelian dialectic: introduction, la these, l’anti-thèse, la synthèse, la conclusion (explained in the Controverses manuel, pp.13-16).

Identity
The question of identity becomes quite personal in the study of another language.  You will be frustrated at times because you cannot express yourself as well as in English or other languages you may know; in addition, you may feel that you cannot be “yourself” while speaking French.  Hold onto your thoughts as you consider our program themes.  What is the relationship between language and identity?  
How and how much to study
You must plan to spend at least 2 hours each day (14 hours a week) on your French language acquisition outside of class.  Some weeks the materials may be easier for you than others.  What is essential is to think explicitly about strategies for learning that seem productive to you and then to use them.  Memorizing and practicing are crucial elements of language acquisition so form a study group.  The Community Language Lab (Sem II A 3116A) is available for your study groups, we encourage speaking out loud!  Please let Susan know if you would like to meet outside the hours (Mon.-Thurs 12:00-7:00); Fri-Sat. 12:00-5:00pm). The first week of class these hours are reduced as we find language lab aides.
As part of this work you will log 1 hour a week in the language lab.  Be sure to sign in!  It is perfect for listening and speaking as we have headphones.  Besides using the cd for Controverses, you will find articles to read on the language lab website, (www2.evergreen.edu/languages), Rosetta Stone software to improve your listening and speaking comprehension and to improve your vocabulary for everyday events.  We will also have, in the library catalogue, a way to download Pimsleur audio series in French, designed to improve your pronunciation, and learn phrases you will need for traveling and every day affairs.  Exploring each of these resources is part of your work in the program because by doing this exploration, you should find resources that resonate with you and your interests.  Staying motivated every day is essential for making progress in language acquisition when you are not in a French speaking environment!
Intermediate French Syllabus: French Literature

Text:  Moments Littéraires by Hirsch & Thompson.  In this text we will read and discuss all of chapter 4: Le Dix-Huitième Siècle as well as selections from chapters 6 & 7, notably the one by Annie Ernaux (p. 195).  We will read chapter 5 in winter quarter as well as Beckett’s En Attendant Godot, and Begag’s Le Gone de Chaâba.
Learning Objectives:

· Demonstrate an ability to read extracts of French literature to understand the themes in order to discuss and write about them in French with complex ideas.
· Articulate strategies for reading French for comprehension.
· In discussions and writing, demonstrate a developing French vocabulary for connecting ideas.

· Demonstrate an ability to improve your written expression in French of ideas, vocabulary, and syntax through revision.
