SIGN, SYMBOL, SYMPTOM: THE POLITICS OF MEANING

FALL QUARTER 2006

WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
	
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	
	
	10-12 Seminar in

Sem II C2107, C2109, C3107
	9.30-12.30 Workshop in

Longhouse 1007B, 1007C
	
	10-12 Seminar in

Sem II C2107, C2109, C3107

	
	(faculty seminar)
	 Lecture in Sem 2 D1107, followed by tea in E2105
	
	
	1-5 Film and discussion in Sem 2 E1105






PROGRAM ELEMENTS

As you can see from the syllabus, each week follows approximately the same pattern: seminar Tuesday morning, followed by an all-program meeting for lectures, and the all-program tea.  On Wednesdays, we will have a workshop, to work on writing or analysis of texts; Thursday is a day to work on your reading and writing in preparation for seminar; and on Friday morning, there’s another seminar, followed by an afternoon film screening.  To give you a brief introduction, we’ll describe these elements below, but you won’t really understand them in depth until you’ve experienced them.

Sign, Symbol, Symptom is a coordinated studies program; it is not a collection of separate classes, but a holistic study of several current social issues through the lenses of linguistics, philosophy, literature and film. Your assignments in Sign, Symbol, Symptom will be an integral part of your program work, and you will turn them all in to your seminar faculty member.

All-Program Meeting  Everybody in the program will meet together for Tuesday afternoon lectures, tea, Wednesday workshop (though here, we’ll often divide you into groups that are somewhat different from your seminars) and Friday film screenings.  All of these meetings, but especially Tuesday lectures, are good times for announcements of community events, planning meetings for projects, and other program business.

Seminar  The whole group of students will be divided into three seminar groups, each with a faculty member, the first  day of the program.  These groups will remain constant throughout fall quarter.  At the beginning of winter quarter, new seminar groups will be formed so that you will be able to work with different people.  Your seminar leader will respond to your papers and write an evaluation of your work at the end of each quarter.

The purpose of seminar is to dialogue about the meanings of our texts as we go about constructing them.  Evergreen students say over and over again that hearing interpretations from a wide variety of other people helps their own understanding of the texts immeasurably.  You should get used to bringing all of your questions and insights about the program texts to seminar and developing your ability to share them.  Your seminar leader is there to help you learn and do your best.  Please ask her any questions you have about the program or the college.  Please come to all scheduled appointments and drop into her office hours to talk about your progress.

Workshop  Many different activities happen in Evergreen workshops.  These are somewhat structured activities designed by faculty, and to get the most out of them, students need to come ready to work, not expecting to be passively instructed by others.  Students will be learning to critique their own and others’ writing, they’ll be engaged in close reading exercises based on program texts or pop cultural material, and sometimes they’ll even generate writing in class.  Faculty will also provide workshop time for students to organize their groups for the quarter projects.

Your assignments will connect closely to seminar.  You will write a seminar response paper and exchange it with one seminar colleague at the beginning of each seminar; bring drafts of your writing for peer critique to our writing workshops, turn in formal writing assignments to your seminar leader, and save all the stages of all your writing to be turned in as part of your portfolio at the end of the quarter. 

Seminar Response Papers For each seminar, students are required to write a one-page response to the reading for that day.  You will need to type these or use a word processor and keep your papers in a notebook or folder.  These papers are due at the beginning of the seminar on Tuesday and Friday mornings.  The papers are intended to serve several purposes: to give students the opportunity to raise issues and themes in the seminar reading, as a way of preparing for seminar discussion; to link the ongoing work of the program by relating the new work to books and ideas talked about in previous weeks; to gain practice in writing (style, form, organization and critical thinking); and to keep faculty informed about how students are responding to the work.  After working through an issue of interest raised by the new reading, the paper should conclude with one or two significant questions to contribute to the seminar discussion.  The papers do not have to be formal essays with a thesis and support.  They should, however, show sustained thinking, connect closely to the text and be correctly written.  When you trade papers with another student, type your comments on a separate sheet of paper and give them, along with the original paper, back to the student at the next seminar.  Give the other student’s paper as much respect as you would like yours to be given; think about it seriously, and write an extended comment.  A few scribbled sentences will not do.

Formal Writing Assignments  Final drafts of the three five-page formal writing assignments are due on Friday, October 13; Tuesday, October 31; and Friday, November 17.  For the first and third assignments, there will be a peer review session at the Wednesday workshop before the due date.  SO, you need to bring a well-worked out, solid draft to the workshops on October 11 and November 15.  You will have a chance to do an extensive rewrite of any of these three assignments; you’ll need to bring a draft of your rewrite to workshop on November 29, and the final draft is due December 1.  For each assignment, you’ll receive a handout with detailed instructions.
Newspaper Reading Each student will be part of a small team reporting on one specific news source.  You must check your news source each day for material pertaining to either marriage equality or immigration, and seminars will begin with short student reports on what’s in the news.

Quarter Project You will work with a small group (four-five) to produce a radio segment modeled on the Public Radio International show This American Life.  To that end, you will need to listen to the assigned show every week, attend all meetings with your production team, and contribute substantially to the final product.  Additionally, each member of the production team will write an evaluation of the process, their team members, and the product.  Teams will present their productions at the end of the quarter.  
Film Screening  Each week’s screening of a feature-length film will connect or respond to the week’s reading.  You will keep a film journal of your notes taken during the film and a two-paragraph response written immediately following the viewing.  For this, you will need a separate notebook; bring your film notebook to every film screening and to seminar, if you want to draw a connection between the film and other program texts.

Evaluations  Evaluations are at the heart of Evergreen’s teaching and learning; they continue the learning after the end of a quarter.  You will see three sorts of evaluations:  


Your self-evaluation – Here you consider your learning for the term and assess it.  
You’ll find this easier to do if you keep good notes from seminar discussions, 
from the films, from your reading.


The faculty evaluation of your learning – the faculty will assess your learning in 
all aspects of the program/

Your evaluation of faculty.  You will assess the faculty’s role in the program and 
her role as a guide to your learning.

Both your self-evaluation and the evaluation written by your seminar leader will become parts of your official transcript when the program is over.  Your evaluation of your seminar leader becomes part of her portfolio.

The official forms for all these evaluations are on the web, and you can find good help at both the Writing Center and the Academic Advising office.  We’ll have a workshop to help you learn to write your self-evaluation and your evaluation of faculty.

During Evaluation Week, you will schedule an appointment with your seminar leader.  You and she will read the evaluations you’ve each written and discuss your progress over the quarter.  You may also wish to discuss your evaluation of her at this conference, but you are not required to.  After the conference, you may each revise the evaluations you have discussed before finalizing them.

	Week 1
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	
	
	
	RESPONSE

	  
	September 25
	September 26
	September 27
	September 28
	September 29

	TAL:
“Ask An Expert”
	
	Seminar

Summer Reading: Losing Matt Shepard
	Workshop


	
	Seminar

Marriage, a History: Intro and Chs. 1, 2, 5, 16, 17



	
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture
Tea
	
	
	Film 

All About My Mother




	Week 2
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	October 2
	October 3
	October 4
	October 5
	October 6

	TAL:
“Godless America”
	
	Seminar

“Why Defining is Seldom ‘Just Semantics’: Marriage and Marriage”;

and

Washington Decision
	Workshop

Stars Down to Earth, pp. 46-89

Introduce Autobiographical Writing Assignment (1)
	
	Seminar

Stars Down to Earth, pp. 89-end

	
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture

Rachel on Semantics

and

Kathleen on Adorno

Tea
	
	
	Film

Garçon Stupide




	Week 3
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	Draft of WA 1
	
	RESPONSE

	
	
	
	
	
	Writing Assgn. 1

	
	October 9
	October 10
	October 11
	October 12
	October 13

	TAL:  “The Sanctity of Marriage”
	
	Seminar

Pride and Prejudice

	Workshop

PEER REVIEW
	
	Seminar

“Origin of the Family”

	
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture

Nancy on Austen
Tea
	
	
	Film 
Pride and Prejudice 


	Week 4
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	
	E. Martinez
	
	
	

	
	October 16
	October 17
	October 18
	October 19
	October 20

	TAL:  “Before It Had a Name”
	
	Seminar

The Language War, pp. 1-85
	Workshop
	
	Seminar

Civilization and Its Discontents

	
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture

Rachel on Pragmatics

Tea
	
	
	Film 

The Hours and Nancy introduces The Book of Salt


	Week 5
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	October 23
	October 24
	October 25
	October 26
	October 27

	TAL:  “Immigration”
	
	Seminar

The Book of Salt
	SHELTON

	
	Seminar

Borderlands, intro and pp. 24-120

	
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture

Kathleen on marriage equality and

Nancy on Anzaldua

Tea
	
	
	Film

Happy Together


	Week 6
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	
	Writing Assgn. 2
	
	Faculty Retreat
	Faculty Retreat

	
	October 30
	October 31
	November 1
	November 2
	November 3

	TAL:  “Devil on My Shoulder”
	
	Seminar

Borderlands, pp. 123-246.
	Workshop


	
	Seminar

The Language Instinct, first half.

	
	Faculty

Seminar
	Lecture
Rachel on Anzaldua

Tea
	
	
	Film

None: work in production groups.


	Week 7
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	
	
	RESPONSE

	
	November 6
	November 7
	November 8
	November 9
	November 10

	
	
	Seminar

The Language Instinct
	Field trip to Centro de la Raza in Seattle
	
	Seminar

Riviera short stories: The Harvest

	
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture

Rachel on Pinker

and

guest José Gómez

Tea


	
	
	Film 

La Ciudad
And

Couple in a Cage


	Week 8
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	Draft of WA 3
	
	RESPONSE

	
	
	
	
	
	Writing Assignment 3

	
	November 13
	November 14
	November 15
	November 16
	November 17

	
	Faculty Seminar
	Seminar

Introduction to the Philosophy of History, first half.
	Workshop

PEER REVIEW
	
	Seminar

Introduction to the Philosophy of History, second half. and “Ebonics” Ch. From The Language War

	
	
	Lecture

Kathleen on Hegel.

Tea
	
	
	Film 
Nueba Yol


	Vacation…
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	November 20
	November 21
	November 22
	November 23
	November 24

	Thanksgiving Break: Happy Thanksgiving


	Week 9
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	DUE
	
	RESPONSE
	Bring choice of WA to re-write
	
	RESPONSE

Rewrites Due

	
	November 27
	November 28
	November 29
	November 30
	December 1

	
	
	Seminar

Caramelo,pp. 3-211
	Workshop

REWRITING
	
	Seminar

Caramelo. Pp. 212 to end

	
	Faculty Seminar
	Lecture

Nancy on Cisneros

Tea
	
	
	Film

Strawberry and Chocolate

	
	
	
	Winter Quarter Academic Fair, 2006, 4 - 6 p.m.
	
	


	Week 10
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Presentation Week
	December 4
	December 5
	December 6
	December 7


	December 8

	THESE EVERGREEN LIVES…  Presentations


	The Next Week
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	EVALUATION CONFERENCES



	Winter Break: December 18, 2006 – January 7, 2007


1

