Sustainable Design: Materials F06/W07      Final Self Evaluation Working Outline

Your Name:




         

From the Syllabus and Covenant:

Our general goal will be to develop design skills, experience, and knowledge to creatively and responsibly employ material resources in ways that sustain both people and environments.  Program activities will include a design studio supported by work in drawing, materials science, and wood and metal shops.  There will also be all-program lecture/workshops on environmental design history and building science, field trips, seminars, videos, and guest speakers.  Work will include (for Fall: a studio set-up project, three large design projects, skill building exercises in wood, metal and drawing, seminar reading, a materials research project three large design/build studio projects focused on building systems, skill building exercises and assignments in drawing and 3D computer modeling, seminar reading, a research and writing project centered on building systems, and a variety of related exercises and writing.  Seminars will address the program themes in the context of selected readings.  Students will be asked to make regular critical assessments of their own and their peers’ work and to submit an interim and final self-evaluation, along with a comprehensive final program notebook and portfolio of work.

Background Documents 

Get copies of the following documents:

· The Calendar and Program Description, 
· Drawings, worksheets, papers, notes and other reflective writing you’ve done that you might want to refer to or quote from,

· Anything else that records your thinking and working process (journals, sketchbooks, notebooks, etc.) 

Work through the following outline for your preliminary self-evaluation.  Don’t bog down writing prose here; just make lists in the spaces provided.

Working Outline

There are different strategies you could use for organizing a comprehensive final self-evaluation. The strategy suggested here is to begin with an introduction, then proceed by major component activities, assessing your learning over the term in each one, then write a brief conclusion.   This is a starting exercise; you may well add and subtract things and modify your assessments before you write the final at the end of the term.
Material for your opening paragraph:
· Summarize your experience, hopes and learning goals at the start of the program. How did your hopes and goals change over the course of the program?  Any new ones?

· Describe your performance in the program overall. (How was your attendance? Participation? Characterize your work.   Complete? Some holes?  Your best work was…?  Where could you improve? How did you improve?)

Material to draw from for your central paragraphs:

Here is a list of the major program activities.  Try numbering them in the order of their significance to you, and then address them in that order.   Characterize your learning in each and what you feel were especially significant experiences and insights for you.  What do you think about now that you wouldn’t have before? What can you do now that you couldn’t do before?
· Design/Build Studio (Drawing – with line, contour drawing, orthograpics, drawing with tone, paraline drawing, figure/ground and form/space relationships.  Scale and proportion.  Studio set-up, Arch project, Design Cycle Project, Skill Building Projects (2), Design process – list  making, issues/assumptions/ goals, express/test/cycle.   Working process – comfort level and skills with tools and materials, ability to explore your own ideas ...):

· Materials Science (Berge, pp. 2-158, 189-306 (minerals, stone, loose materials, fossil oils, plants, structural materials, climatic materials), structure fundamentals (catenaries, moments, stress, strain…), heat transfer fundamentals, Materials Profile project, new concepts and information, materials research skills…):
· Field Studies (Olympia Field Trip: ReStore, Windfall, Olympia Deconstruction; Portland Field Trip: Jean Vollum Natural Capital Center, Ecotrust, Portland Office of Sustainable Development, Rebuilding Center):
· Guest Speakers, Videos, Slide Shows (Karrie Jacobs, Blue Vinyl, slides of indigenous building,…):
· Seminar (How’s your ability to explore ideas in dialogue?  Anything to say?  Learning to listen? What insights have you attained from the readings [Steele, McDonough/Baumgart, Leopold excerpt,…] the discussions, and your writing?):

· Writing & Documentation (Journal entries, image collections, note-taking, seminar notes, program notebook; responses to peers… Characterize your present writing skills.  What writing skills are you actively trying to improve?  What progress are you making?):

· Critical Thinking and Assessment (Critical thinking-insight into your own and other’s work, integrative thinking-making connections between ideas, investigations, methods, etc.)

Material for your final paragraph(s):

· How would you characterize your grasp of the skills and ideas presented?  Passing?  Fair? Very Good?  Excellent?  Detailed or general? 

· How have your understanding and ideas about terms like sustainable and design changed?   How about terms like natural, ethical, viable, functional, beautiful, style, scale efficient, etc.?

· What “light bulb” have you had? (Discoveries, realizations, career ideas…)

· What progress did you make toward the goals you listed above?  What have you learned about yourself?

· What will your next steps be? (Next term? Long term? New hopes? New goals?…} 

Your Interim Self Evaluation – Instructions:

1. Write your first draft, using your reflections outlined above. The question to keep in mind is this: How would you summarize your learning for someone unfamiliar with your efforts in the program?  Use the simple Introduction/Body/ Conclusion format suggested in the Working Outline.  Edit this for gross errors, and check spelling.  Maximum length of your draft is two pages, double-spaced, with one-inch margins.  Use 11 Point Arial or Times New Roman font.  Print at least two copies.

2. At the Self Evaluation Workshop, get together with two other students and have them critique your draft. You, in turn, should review the drafts of two other students. Be fearless in offering constructive criticism. This is a very important step. Sign each draft that you review.
3. Using your peer’s comments, revise your own draft self-evaluation.

4. Save the Word document on a disc and/or e-mail it to yourself.
5. Turn in your final, revised, double-spaced draft and two edited copies to your Seminar Leader’s mailbox by Noon on Friday, November 2, 2006.  Your seminar leader will review this draft.  If we think drafts needs more work, we’ll turn them back to you for another revision. 

A note on style: 

Consider the voice you use.  Does what you say about your work sound vague? Pompous? Self-serving?  Chatty? Overwrought? Defensive? Obsequious? Apologetic?  Strive to write clear, honest, and well-crafted prose.  Note your accomplishments without over-inflation.  Tie generalities back to your own experience.  Be objective.  Consider quoting yourself or your own writing in regard to personal and heartfelt work.

