Assignment two: Gallery Review:

This will be a short (one or two pages) review of an exhibition, or exhibited work of art that you actually stood in front of. Imagine that you are an art critic for The Stranger… You have been asked to file a review of an exhibition or work of art that is on display here in the northwest. Your review must do all of the following:

1. describe the work

2. eloquently interpret the work

3. offer an opinion of how successful (or unsuccessful) the work is.

4. make reference to (compare/contrast) another noted work of art or notable, historic art movement (if you don’t know how to resolve this one… do some research on the artist and/or ask somebody in the gallery who knows).

5. include an image of the work (unless this is somehow impossible).

Do some research on your subject matter. Read what other people are writing about the work, but be careful to inform your own opinions. Start reading The Stranger for inspiration. Be careful not to plagiarize any writing about the work. (see the note on plagiarism in the attached guidelines for writing a research paper)

DUE DATE: This will be due in your program portfolio at the end of the quarter, and is very likely to be referenced in your final evaluation. 
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Assignment one: Research Paper and Presentation:

PART ONE,  writing:
The purpose of this assignment is to explore either the life and work of an artist or a specific movement (an ism) of a medium. Whichever avenue you pursue, the work you write about should in some way inform or motivate your personal creative work. 

How long should it be?… Long enough to give a thorough representation of the artist or movement you are focusing on.  Double spaced,  Ariel, 11 pt. results in about 300 word per page. By this logic, it will take about 1500 words (or five pages) to get to the good stuff.

You should include images of any artwork you reference. Please see the attached,  “simple guidelines for writing a research paper. “

PART TWO, presentation:

The purpose of this assignment will be to share your research with your colleagues, and to work on your public speaking skills. This should not be a reading of your paper to the class, but a unique presentation that covers a visual presentation of the important aspects of your research. Think about giving a historical context to the work, reading quotes by the artist(s) and of course, including images of the work.

I highly encourage you to practice your presentation. You will be strictly limited to TEN (10) minutes, with a short question/answer session afterward. We expect a clear concise and informative presentation. Through rehearsal you can accomplish this.  

WHAT IS DUE: A copy of your research paper. A copy of your outline for your 10 minute talk, and a clearly labeled CD with all the images you used to deliver your talk.

DUE DATE: Presentations are tentatively scheduled for the Thursday morning sessions of weeks 5 and 6. 

A note about images: For slidware style presentations you will need images that are 72dpi and roughly 600 pixels wide and 4oo pixels tall. See me for help with this.

Please fulfill both aspects of this assignment with seriousness and professionalism. Public speaking about are is an invaluable skill regardless of what career path you take…. Q: Even if I want to become a diesel mechanic?… A: Yes, even if you want to become a diesel mechanic. The act of verbalizing concepts does wonders for your own understanding of that concept. Your paper and presentation will be referenced in your final evaluation.
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