VISUALIZING ECOLOGY

Tentative -- Spring Quarter Syllabus -- Tentative
Faculty: 
Lucia Harrison, Lab I 2026, x 6486, harrisol@evergreen.edu



Steve Scheuerell, Lab I 2012, x 7645, scheuers@evergreen.edu

Summary:

Ecology offers guidance on core questions about humans and nature. How can we understand the web of complex interactions in nature? Where do we fit in this web? And where do we envision our future place in this web? This program addresses such questions through the disciplines of art, history, philosophy and terrestrial ecology. 

In the spring quarter, we will consider case studies in which people envisioned solutions to environmental problems and worked to implement them. These case studies will examine the avenues people have used to change the environmental status quo and protect or restore habitats, such as organizing advocacy groups, creating educational campaigns, consumer boycotts, direct action and lobbying for legislation. We will practice methods for educating others and creating change; these methods include writing letters to newspapers and elected officials, creating visual art, doing and reporting on ecological studies, publishing brochures, flyers, zines, and posters using InDesign, and practicing conflict resolution skills. Students will do individual or group projects that integrate the artistic and scientific components of this program. Everyone will participate in the on-campus synergy conference week 3, the Procession of the Species parade on Saturday, April 28th, and a 5-day field trip to Eastern Washington week 7. 
Special expenses: approximately $150 overnight field trip fee and $70 for art supplies.

Weekly Schedule - Spring Quarter Visualizing Ecology 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	9-12

All Program meeting

	9-12

Seminar and Program Potluck


	9-12

Workshop or Field Trip
	9-4 Day of Doing.

1: Organic Gardening or Science Project 
      (9-10:30 demo)
2: Art Studio Projects
      (1-2:30 critique)
3: Intern with organization related to program themes

	
	1-5

Option 1: Life Drawing

Option 2: Field Ecology Projects or microscopy training
	
	1-4

Workshop or Field Trip
	


Booklist (in the order we will read them; book store has used copies of most titles)

1) Kingsolver, Barbara; Small Wonder   2) Spaid, Sue; Ecovention
3) Weisman, Alan; Gaviotas: A Village to Reinvent the World 4) Jackson, Hildur; Ecovillage Living: Restoring the Earth and Her People 5) Gardner, Howard; Changing Minds 6) Diamond, Jared; Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed 7) Shiva, Vandana; Stolen Harvest 8) Korten, David; The Great Turning: From Empire to Earth Community 9) For students doing organic gardening throughout the quarter we will read and use Flores, Heather; Food Not Lawns

A note on clarifying the Tuesday options… On Tuesday afternoons, students will choose for the quarter to do either 1) life/figure drawing in the art studio, 2) field ecology projects - students decide projects and will define question, state hypothesis, make study design, do data collection, data entry, analyze and interpret results, write brief report. Students may work towards drivers license on either the auto montage or SEM microscopes as part of field ecology.

A note on clarifying the Friday options… 1) Studio art of choice all day, 2) guided organic gardening at campus farm all day, 3) half-day each garden and art studio, 4) independent science project, 5) all day internship with external organization.
	
	Tuesday

All Program Meeting
	Wednesday

Seminar
	Thursday am Workshop/Field Trip
	Workshop pm

Workshop/Field Trip 
	Friday

	4/3
	Envisioning Positive Change. Learning goals and deciding Tuesday/Friday options 
	Sample Letters
	How to write letters 

(Guest)
	Landscape Painting in Watercolor
	Day of Doing

	4/10
	Working within communities to create change (Guest)


	Small Wonder
	InDesign Workshop I

(Group 1) 
	InDesign Workshop I (Group 2) 
	Day of Doing

	4/17
	Lecture on Environmental Art


	Ecovention
	Procession of Species Costume Workshop


	Procession of Species Costume Workshop
	TESC Synergy Conference 

	4/24
	Photographers for Environmental Change 


	Gaviotas
	InDesign Workshop-II (Group 1) 
	InDesign Workshop-II (Group 2) 
	Saturday Procession of Species Parade

	5/1
	Workshop on Botanical Illustration in Watercolor 
	Ecovillage Living


	Field Trip to Mima Mounds and Prairie


	Mima Mounds Field Trip
	Day of Doing

	5/8
	Field Trip Planning
	Changing Minds
	Conflict Resolution Workshop (Guest)


	Conflict Resolution Workshop (Guest)
	Day of Doing

	5/15
	Field Trip Eastern WA


	Collapse


	Field Trip
	Field Trip
	Field Trip

	5/22
	Down Day
	Stolen Harvest
	Talk on Horticultural Therapy 


	Field Trip to GRUB
	Day of Doing

	5/29
	Preparation Talk for Mt. Rainier (Global Warming and Mt. Rainier) 


	The Great Turning
	Field Trip to Mt. Rainier
	Field Trip to Mt. Rainier
	Day of Doing

	6/5
	Student Presentations
	Student Presentations
	Student Presentations
	Student Presentations
	Independent Project Reports.


This schedule is tentative and is subject to change before or during the quarter 
