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Final Annotated Bibliography Assignment

This group project [4 students per group] is a means of applying what you have learned regarding Children’s Literature.  This project will have require the application of critical analytical skills, the development of a rationale for the project, a set of criteria with explanation of how the rating system works and why, and an annotated bibliography which includes 2 paragraphs per book, along with an APA reference for each text.  The group must declare by the end of week 2, who is in their group and whether their group will be analyzing children’s books on gays/lesbians or on people with disabilities.  

REQUIREMENTS:

· No later than NOON on Friday the 13th, the groups must provide the following:

· The first/last names of all the members of the groups and each member’s Evergreen email address.  

· Groups should be composed of 4 members.  

· Which focus the group has decided to investigate:  gays/lesbian or people with disabilities

· This information needs to be sent to Frances [rainsf@evergreen.edu] via your Evergreen email account.  Do NOT use alternative email sources—as they often do not make it through the filters.

Mechanics of the project:

You will be a role model for children.  Some of you expect to go into teaching.  Your ability to use mechanics well is an important set of skills to sharpen while in college.  This final project is a way to shine in this area.  

· A cover page is expected with the title for your project, all the first/last names of the group members, and date of submission.

· One inch margins on all subsequent pages [that is, 1 inch margins on left, right, top and bottom].

· It is fine to use front and back of each page.

· Number each page.

· The entire project should be stapled at the left top corner.  No plastic jackets, no fancy clips, just a secure staple.  

· Please proof read the entire work BEFORE submitting it.  Make sure apostrophes, periods, and capitals are used properly.  

· Please watch the proper use of homophones (words that sound alike but are spelled differently---for example:  “there” vs. “their”; “are” vs. “our”; “here” vs. “hear,” and so on).

· Please spell correctly.  

· Please label all sections of the project.

· APA is the style for all bibliographic references in your annotated bibliography.  In addition, any citations used in the other parts of the project should properly give credit to any IDEAS, CONCEPTS, INFORMATION, or actual words of another, as that is their intellectual property rights. Failing to properly cite ideas or “rewritten” words of another, will cost the entire group their credits for the final project.
Major Sections of the Project:

· Rationale: The rationale will serve two functions.  First, it will introduce the reader to the project with a brief introductory paragraph.  Second, it will explain and provide a context for the annotated bibliography.  After writing the introductory paragraph, the rationale should answer such questions as:
·  What is the focus of your annotated bibliography [e.g., gays/lesbians or people with disabilities]?
· Why was this focus selected?  [Does it matter??? Why?] 
· Which types of books are being analyzed [AT LEAST 3 TYPES OF BOOKS  should be offered in separate sections of the annotated section]
· Why were these types of books examined and why not other types?
· Who [besides the faculty here] are the audience for such an annotated bibliography?
· How does such a bibliography contribute to this audience?
In addition, the rationale should lay out the rest of the sections for the reader.

· A set of criteria:  A set of criteria must be developed by the group to use as a critical lens in order to ascertain the quality of the texts.  However, it is not enough to say you loved this book or hated that one.  Criteria allows for an even analysis.  To that end, the criteria should include the following:
· Create a scale or rating system (e.g., stars, numbers or ?)
· Explain where the scale starts and where it ends in terms of whatever system you devised, and how the weight of the system is spread.
· List the criteria that will be used to examine the texts.  For example, illustrations might serve as one criterion.  What might be other criteria that could be used to determine the quality of a children’s book? 
· Explain why each of these criteria was selected and what is their significance in understanding the quality of a children’s book? 

· The annotated bibliography: The annotated bibliography is where each book is summarized and rated with criteria.  It is helpful to cluster the books by their type.  For example, all concept books chosen for review, should be listed together in the bibliography.  In addition, each book should be listed using APA bibliographic reference. So, this guideline may be helpful:
·  Have a header for the annotated bibliography
· Create clearly identified sections for clustering the texts by their type
· Each book entry should be listed using APA
· For each book provide a one paragraph summary of the book and one paragraph explaining the reason/s for the rating it earned

· Include the rating the book earned, right after the APA bibliographic entry
· A minimum total of 20 children’s books must be examined and evaluated for this annotated bibliography.
· Concluding section: Each student in the group must write 1-3 paragraphs explaining what s/he learned about children’s books from this experience.  Please put your name on your paper and attach it to the project. 
