xenocryst (59): crystal that is foreign to the rock matrix in which it occurs.  defined later in the article.

-genic (suffix): produced or generated by.  Hence, technogenic (60)—produced or generated by technology or by a faith in the made world, or theraogenic (61)—administratively produced.
propedeutics or propaedeutics (60): preliminary instructions

Philosophia … ancilla temperantiae: Love of wisdom (philosophy) as a hand-maid servant to self control.

intellectus quarens fidem: perception (or understanding) (or sensation) seeking faith.  This is a perversion of a classic formulation, fides quaerens intellectum, faith seeking understanding, which is one way of understanding the term “theology.”
gloss:  No doubt many of you have hauled out your Orwell by now.  Why not use a good ol’ English word instead of a foreign, and dead, one?  It is possible that, besides the fact that he is talking to an audience that has some Latin, Illich is using the Latin because there is no English that will do.  The Latin intellectus brings to mind our intellect, which brings to mind mind, as we might imagine the actor in an act of “intellectual understanding.”  But intellectus, as noted above, connotes understanding and also perception and sensation.  Understanding, in the sense captured by intellectus, is embodied.  Understanding does not just begin in an act of perception; perception—accurate and true perception disciplined through askesis—is understanding.  And both perception and understanding are sensations.  We might argue that this program turns on a proper grasp of what “intellect” could mean.

ontic: ontological, from ontology, the branch of philosophy that deals with the nature of being.  Epistemic: related to epistemology, the study of the nature of knowledge.

hexis (61): Greek, one’s disposition, the stable set of characteristics that make the whole person, see. p. 67.

ob-jectum: something placed against or, more accurately, thrown against.  An object is a “thing placed before the mind.”

res: thing, matter.

aliquid: not flowing and changing, stable.

telos: the final aim of a thing.  In the Aristotelian scheme of four causes, the telos is the final cause.  That toward which a thing naturally tends causes the thing to be itself.  See pp. 71-74 in Rivers North of the Future.

nepsis (62): in the Eastern Orthodox Church, watchfulness or, better, inner alertness.  Closely related to—esp. the effect of—askesis.

Philosophia … ancilla caritatis: Philosophy as a hand-maid in the service of affection and love that flows from the heart, i.e., charity.

swiving: copulating, as with a woman.

ecclesiology: branch of theology and deals with the structure and function of the church.

vernacular: standard native.

corruptio optimi: short form for Illich’s corruptio optimi quae est pessima, the corruption of the best which is the worst.  Cf. Shakespeare, Sonnet 94, in Rivers North…(45), “For sweetest things turn sourest by their deeds/ Lilies that fester smell far worse than weeds.”
apophasy (63): allusion to something by speaking about all that the thing is not.

philia: friendship of an exclusive sort.  Christianity has had the most difficulty with this form of friendship because of its exclusivity.  The Church has always preferred agape, the all-embracing love that mirrors the love of God.  Most categorizations of love also include eros.

politeia: politics.  This is the title, in Latin, of Plato’s Republic, a book fundamentally about the question, “What is justice?”

aporetic (64): the condition of aporia, the condition of not being able to speak because of befuddlement or being trapped in a contradiction or, literally, caught in an impasse.
intellectus quaerens amicum: understanding(/perception/sensation) in search of friendship.
philakia (65): Greek, kisses [of the gaze, in this instance]

causa instrumentalis: the instrumental cause; a 13th century invention subspecies of the Aristotelian causa efficiens, the “efficient” cause, that which actually brings a thing into being; the causa instrumentalis is a “cause without intention” (Rivers North, p. 72).

libido videndi (66): lust of the eye.  The “desire” mentioned in the text is the lust of the eye for God.

iconoclasm: the practice of destroying sacred religious images.

ménage a trios (68): This was a carefully chosen term.
