Readings for week 3, Winter, 2008
Buber, Meetings, pp. 17-19 (“My Mother”), 41-46 (“The Walking Stick and the Tree,” “Question and Answer,” “A Conersation” [plus the commentary on this last piece on pp. 9-10]), 54-61 (“Beginnings,” “A Tentative Answer,” “Books and Men”)

These readings from Buber repay close attention.  They articulate his foundation notion of an I-Thou dialogical relationship, a relationship in which, he claims, it is essential that the other be conceived as one who is “over-against,” one “able in common presence at once to withstand and confirm” the person.  This is opposed to the many traditions that aim for or suggest a spiritual oneness, a final unity.

Cayley/Illich, The Rivers North of the Future, chs. 8 (“Health”), 9 (“Proportionality”), 14 (“Envoi”), 16 (“Conscience”), 20 (“Conspiratio”), 21 (“Across the Watershed”), 22 (“Gratuity”).

These are conversations between David Caley of the CBC and Ivan Illich.  Any reader could benefit from reading Cayley’s brilliant introduction, pp. 1-44.  There will be a (Xerox) copy of this book on closed reserve in the Evergreen Library.
Hoinacki, Dying is Not Death, ch. 1 (“To Die My Own Death”), 6 (“An Art of Suffering”), 12 (“The Pursuit of Health: Another Chimera?”).

Lee Hoinacki was a friend and working associate of Ivan Illich for almost 40 years.

