Week 2

Movement Studio

City Life (Rybczynski, 1995)

This activity continues our movement inquiry about the concept of mobility as it relates to city life.

1.   In the chapter, ‘The Best of Both Worlds,” Rybczynski characterizes North Americans with this comment, “It is unlikely that we will ever sacrifice our freedom and mobility (both physical and social) for the constraints implied by life in the small towns we say we admire” (232).   Talk in your small group about this statement for a few minutes.

2. Rybczynski also remarked that, “If getting somewhere is as important as being somewhere, then mobility affects our very sense of place” (232).  Talk about that statement.

3. Polar Concept Movement

Rybczynski engaged polar concepts when he wrote, ‘Combining lessons from the past with the present will not produce a unified city, but a combination of disparate elements, old and new, dense and diffuse, private and public” (233).

Talk about movements that embody the polar concepts of: 

          Dense-Diffuse                                                     Private-Public

Choreograph a movement sequence that expresses the polar concepts of: 

               Dense-Diffuse                                                     Private-Public

