Week 9: Movement Studio

The Nature of Economies
We started movement studio today by practicing different “walks,” all associated with Jacobs’s ideas on development. 

The concept of development is essential in Jane Jacobs’s discussion of economy(chapter 2 is aptly named “The Nature of Development.”  Jacobs defines development as “significant, qualitative change, usually building up incrementally” (15).   Jacobs considers that definition to take in “development on every scale of time and size, whether animate or inanimate,” and she correspondingly advances the three fundamental principles of development: 

1)   Differentiation emerges from generality.  

2)   Differentiations become generalities from which further differentiations emerge.    

3)   Development depends on co-developments. 

Jacobs clarifies that:   “In other words, development is an open-ended process, which creates complexity and diversity, because multiplied generalities are sources of multiplied differentiations(some occurring simultaneously in parallel, others in successions” (17).  Jacobs’s third principle, “development depends on co-developments” takes in imagery of the web, stating, “I mean that development can’t usefully be thought of as a ‘line,’ or even as a collection of open-ended lines.  It operates as a web of interdependent co-developments.  No co-development web, no development” (19).  

In your small group:

· Discuss the concept of development from Jacobs’s perspective. 

· Then, each group member will use his/her hand(s) and arm(s) to animate his/her understanding of the three fundamental principles of development numbered above.

· Then, your group rises to choreograph a movement sequence that captures your discussion and collective understanding of development.  

