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Winter 2008

Exam Study Guide

We will distribute the exam on Tuesday, March 4th, at 2:30 p.m.

Your completed exam will be due in class on Friday, March 7th, at 10:00 a.m.

Late exams will not be accepted.


The purpose of the exam is to give you a chance to think well about what you have learned in Evolution in America.  It is not primarily an examination of you by the faculty.  It is an opportunity for you to examine what you have read, seen, and heard, and to synthesize your learning in a concentrated and deliberate manner.  


You will work on the exam in two stages.  The first stage will begin directly after you receive the exam, read it, and ask faculty any questions you may have.  On Tuesday, we encourage you to work with one another in study groups to discuss the exam and your possible responses to it. This is an open book exam.  Our regular rooms will be available to you throughout the week.   The second stage, which you would be wise to begin no later than early in the day on Wednesday, is writing your own responses to the exam.  All writing must be done on your own.  You must use your own words to express your understanding.  When you write, all by yourself, you will find out what you know.  If you have read the books, participated in seminars, listened carefully and taken notes on lectures and films, and written all the seminar papers, this exam should not prove burdensome.  In fact, you may find that you have things to say that you did not anticipate.  You may be surprised to discover what you have learned during the quarter, and how much more you learn from the discipline of writing the exam.  

FORM OF THE EXAM:


The exam will have two parts.  Part I will ask you to write summaries of pairs of concepts or discussions from texts, guest speakers, and films, and then comment on what you can learn by thinking about the elements in the pair in light of one another.  We will supply the pairs.  A pair will look like this:


a) the spandrels on the cathedral of San Marco, according to Gould and Lewontin


b) the song “Amazing Grace,” according to the documentary


c)


You will summarize a) and b) separately, and then comment on the comparison for c).  Your summaries should be accurate and intelligent descriptions of the text, film, or idea from a guest speaker.  For example, this is not an adequate summery of a): “The spandrels on the cathedral of San Marco, according to Gould and Lewontin, occur because of the architectural design of the cathedral’s dome.”  While this sentence is accurate, it is shallow, thin, and merely descriptive.  It says nothing about what the spandrels mean to the authors.  An intelligent and accurate description would have to include the argument about design that Gould and Lewontin use the spandrels to illustrate. 


Part II will be an essay question.  You will chose from several questions. 


To study for the exam, review all the texts, guest speakers, and films to which you have been exposed this quarter.  Do some intellectual housekeeping: organize what you know.  Here’s what we read, who we heard, and what we saw:

Texts





Speakers


Films

The Selfish Gene, Ch. 1, 2, 11


Maggid Jim Shulruff

The Apostle
Huck’s Raft, Preface, Prologue, Ch. 4

John McLain


Amazing Grace
Technology Matters, Preface, Ch. 1

Michael Dempster

The Root of All Evil
The Kingdom of Matthias


John West


Icons of Evolution

James, “The Will to Believe”


Kevin Francis


What About God?

The Emperor of Scent



Bret Weinstein


Guess Who’s Coming 

“The Spandrels of San Marco...”


Nancy Koppelman


to Dinner?

“The Spaniels of St. Marx...”


The Deacon in Portland

Guns, Germs, and

“Cargo Cult Science”








 Steel

Alexander, “How Did Humans Evolve?”

Living With Darwin





excerpt from Darwin’s Conservatives

Cosmopolitanism
HOW TO STUDY OVER THE WEEKEND


The exam will ask you to think about a range of concepts that we have encountered from the sources listed above.  More specifically, it will ask you to summarize some key features of texts and films, and central claims of guest speakers, as well as interpret relationships between texts in terms of the concepts that have guided our work throughout.  You will have some choices as to what you write about, but if you write only about the films, or only about four of our 13 texts, for example, we will not have strong evidence of your comprehensive work throughout the quarter.  The exam will focus on these concepts:

Belief



Science’s nature

Adaptation


Memes

Intelligent Design

Natural Selection

Values and Interests

Faith

Conflict/Cooperation

Conversation


“Cargo Cult” Science

Believers

Scenario-Building

Cosmopolitanism

Ethics and Morality

God

Science’s history

Verificationism

Proximate/Ultimate explanations

Geographic Determinism
History


Occam’s Razor

Metaphor

