Seminar Assignment Week One (due 1-8-08)

· Read the introduction to The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan (pgs 1-11)

· Provide definitions for the following terms: venerable, orthodoxy, apotheosis, alkaloid, and prodigious.  Be sure the definition you use, if more than one exists, fits with how the word was utilized in the reading.

· Select a quote or combination of quotes from the text that intrigue you.  Prepare a statement that: expresses your interpretation of the quoted passage and/or proposes  questions for others to address.

For Example:

“A country with a stable culture of food would not shell out millions for the quackery (or common sense) of a new diet book every January…It probably would not eat a fifth of its meals in cars or feed fully a third of its children at a fast-food outlet every day. Nor would such a culture be shocked to discover that there are other countries, such as Italy and France, that decide their dinner questions on the basis of such quaint and unscientific criteria as pleasure and tradition…” The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan, pg 3

The passage above caught my attention and instigated a series of questions in mind. As a member of the country Michael Pollan is addressing, where do I fall in this accusation of food confusion?  To what extent am I a part of this culture?  Yes, I’ve purchased diet books.  Yes, I’ve eaten in a car.  And yes,  I have fed my children fast-food.  I am the meal organizer and preparer for my household. What are the factors I use in choosing meals for my family?  During the past few days, what meals have I eaten and why?



