Agenda for Justice at Work, May 17

9:00-9:20  Timelines – add information from Moreno, Eyes on the Prize. You’ll need your timeline today. 


9:20- 9:30 Mini-lecture: What is a primary document and where did this come from? 

9:30 Primary documents workshop
Text: Newsletter, IUE Region 10, St.Clair Beeman, Editor, 1956

Each group should have four students. Each group must have at least two Winter/Spring students. Sign up at the front of the room. 

First, look over the questions that follow. Think about them as you carefully read over the document. This will take about 25-30 minutes.

Then, discuss the questions and come up with a group response to them. You will create a group analysis of the document and present your conclusions with a poster and a well-organized verbal report in which everyone takes part. You are welcome to use any resources you need on campus to answer the following questions.


The original document has been photocopied. Keep in mind that photocopies as we know them didn’t exist in 1956. The original document was somewhat yellowed, with the oily appearance that old mimeographed documents have. The process used to make the original newsletter was this: a wax stencil was typed and hand lettered. The large “district council 10” letters were traced from a template. The cartoon was hand-drawn onto the wax stencil. Then the stencil was put on a drum that held a pasty ink and the drum was hand cranked while each side was printed. 

1. What is this document? What is its style? Whom was it supposed to appeal to?

2. Who published this? What union? What kind(s) of workers does the union represent?

3. How do you imagine the typical reader of this document? Describe her/him. 

4. What was happening in the country when the "White Citizens Council vs. Southern Labor Unions" report was written?

5. What was yet to happen?

6. What, if any, civil rights issues are reflected in the document?

7. What, if any, labor rights issues are reflected?

8. What do you think Region 10’s union's position is on civil rights?

9. What was happening within southern unions?

10. What do you have to know to make sense of this document?

11. What can this document tell you that perhaps another source couldn't?

12. What other questions does this cause you to ask? Where would you go to start answering them? Is there any thing else that’s odd, remarkable, or particularly interesting?

Make a poster that summarizes your answers. You may want to create a graphic representation of the document. Return to the main classroom at 11:30 and report. Take your own break when your group decides to.

11:30-12:30 Group reports in A1105

12:30 – 1:30 Lunch 

1:30 to 2:30 Special event – Immigration conference keynote speaker Camilo Mejía of Iraq Veterans Against the War: War Resistance, The Effects of War on Immigrants, and the Dream Act—Lecture Hall 1.
2:30 – 2:50 Break

2:50 – 3:30 – Introduction to legal memos- Arleen, A1105
3:30-4:30 Work with a partner (or no more than three) to identify the elements of the legal memos you have in front of you. Then, look at the news article and introduction to the Affirmative Action legal memo assignment. Lay out the issue and the facts for your memo that you’ll do most of the work to create Week 9. You may also want to start discussing the legal issues and supporting cases or authority.

4:30 After class group meets in A1105

Remember, no class next week. Have a fun and restful weekend.

