Agenda for Justice at Work, April 12, 2008

9:00 – 9:30  Post timelines, and new students get connected with a timeline group. Returning students, reach out and invite new students to your timeline, particularly if some of your timeline partners didn’t return this quarter. New  students, add your name to the timeline you choose. Enter your case or article from last week.  Next week, you’ll be adding a LOT from the Hill book. 


9:30-10:00 Break up into groups of three, by this method: First, anyone who has had a class in statistics or is relatively confident in analyzing and representing data comes forward (up to 10 people). Next, each person in that group is joined by someone who is comfortable using the Evergreen library. A third remaining person joins each group, making sure that each group has a student from last quarter. Settle your groups, and Arleen will give you some tips for the workshop.

10:00-10:40 Cohn lists his conclusions in concise statements on pp. 166-169. Choose one statement from this list:  A, D, E, F/G, J, K, N, P, Q, U, X, or Z. Sign your group up at the front of the room for the item you want. No more than two groups can work on any one conclusion, so be prepared to pick another if two groups have already gotten the one you want. After the group chooses, discuss the Cohn conclusion. Do you agree or disagree with it? What sub-questions does it bring up? What did Cohn use for data for this conclusion? Try to locate one of his major sources. What kinds of quantitative information, or what kinds of authoritative studies, might either affirm or contest his conclusion, or update it? Make a list of things you want to find. Include at least one book. You will find this data in the library today and display it on a graph or other pictoral representation. 

10:40 – 11:00 Break. Reconvene at the library near the reference desk and go right to work in groups. Arleen will be there, and the reference librarian, Sarah Pedersen, will be at the desk to help you. Two periodicals you will probably want to consult are American Sociological Review and the American Journal of Sociology. The Quarterly Journal of Economics and Social Science Research are also Cohn’s sources. Sarah has made a list of good sources from Government Documents and Labor Department periodicals.


11-12 and 1-2 PM.: Groups find their data and studies for their question. Be sure to work together and let others know where and how you found what you did. Write down your citations. 

2-2:45  PM: Reassemble in A 1105. Each group will have poster paper. Plot your data in a form that will show a relationship or a change over time to "prove" or "disprove" Cohn's conclusion. Each group will also write one short narrative paragraph explaining what their data shows and how it confirms or contests Cohn's conclusion. You will present at the beginning of class next week. 

2:45-3  Break

3-5 Film and discussion: A. Philip Randolph: For Jobs and Freedom 
5 p.m. After class group meets in A 1105. 

Tip: Be sure to read Hill, Part 1, carefully this week. This is a challenging and important book which is not commonly read by undergraduates. We will have seminar on the first part next week, so bring your notes on the reading, and be prepared to enter dates and events on your timelines. 

