Week 4 – Drawing Skills Homework       Due 9:00am  Tues.Week 4, Oct. 23

1. 1½ -3 hours:  Modeling forms to show volume.  

Beginning level: Start by making a very light pencil sketch of two objects together on a table.  Then using charcoal pencils or your drawing pencils, make a careful rendering of the modeling and cast shadows of two objects.  Use your hard and soft pencils to make a full range of values, from very light grey to a strong real black.  Try to end up with a full value range in the drawing.  Accentuate somewhat the darkness of the darkest shadows to get a full range.  Remember that in order to show the edge where an object is light, you will need to create a tone in the background around the object.  Also, look for reflected highlights in the shadows near the bottom edges of the object.  Use your smudger (tortillon) to blend out the pencil strokes to achieve smooth gradations.  See if you can really show what the surface quality/texture of the object is.   Your goal is to have a finished drawing in which the objects appear very three-dimensional.  

Your starting faint sketch lines should be invisible in the finished drawing, replaced by edges defined by changes in value.  Hints: Work large on the page.  Use your smudger – not the charcoal pencil – to rub in light grey areas; you won’t wind up with strokes that are hard to blend out.  Also a soft rag can be very useful for quickly wiping in light grey areas.  Be willing to rub hard to get rid of pencil strokes. Use your various erasers (including your eraser pencil) to pull out light areas, blend transitions and create sharp edges.  Use a clean slip sheet to protect areas of the drawing under your hand from smudging.    

Intermediate:  – select one object that is highly reflective (such as metal) and one that is transparent.   Make a careful study of the shadows and highlights using the same guidelines above.

Advanced: – If you feel confident about your ability to do the Intermediate problem, then do the same exercise in color using pastels or paint.  The goal is to achieve a full range of values from black to white using value (light/dark) changes with color, instead of lines, to define the form.  Hint: experiment with making a colors darker by adding as little black as possible.  Instead start by adding other colors, and resort to black only for  the very darkest shadow areas.  Notice that in the shadows, color shifts.  It becomes slightly cooler in the shadows, slightly warmer in light areas.  In the cast shadows, if you look closely, you may see hints of the complimentary color.  Also, look for hints of reflected colors, as objects are pick up color from one another or from the surface they are resting on. 

2. 11/2- 2 hours: Seeing the grey value of different colors. 

 Find a reproduction of a color painting you like.  It can be a figurative or abstract painting. (If the painting is complex, select just a detail of the painting to enlarge for your value study.)  Make a black and white value study of the painting, reproducing as accurately as possible the values in the original image.    Be sure to keep the format and composition the same (that is, if the original is a 3:4 rectangle, make a rectangle of the same proportions on your page.)  Use charcoal pencils and erasers on 11/14” paper to make the value study.  Match grey values to the color values as exactly as you can.  Hint:  squint hard at the painting to help see it in black and white.  Compare, while squinting, your drawing and the painting to see if you have the greys matched to the color values.  Use the smudger to blend the pencil strokes to get smooth, distinct tones of grey.  Use stencils, etc. to get sharp edges where needed and use a slip sheet to keep the drawing clean.  

Turn in a copy (Xerox or color print) of the original painting with your value study.  

