Studio Project II:  “Seeing Double”

Create a diptych juxtaposing two views of an object, situation or idea. 

View 1: Quantitative: One half of the diptych should make use of the conventions of accurate proportion and  linear perspective (a single, fixed viewpoint on the object or scene).  You can use one-point, two-point or three-point perspective, according to what you are comfortable with.  To increase the sense of quantification, you might incorporate measurements, labels, etc., having some fun with them as you choose.  

View 2: For the second half of the diptych you’ve got some options:

    A.  Qualitative Approach: In contrast to the quantification of space the is the basis of linear perspective, the second half of your diptych could present a subjective or emotional perspective on your subject, that is, what it feels or felt like, what it meant, what was important about it.   Consider how shapes or proportions might be changed or distorted to show the subjective meaning or import of the scene.      

B. New Point of View: The second half might literally be from a different visual perspective (i.e. the same scene shown from a different viewpoint, for example from across the room, from above, from a worm’s eye view).

C. New Eyes:  Another approach would be to think about how other animals see.  For example, what would the scene look like from the point of view of a spider? (Most spiders have multiple eyes lying in a single row along their backs, so that they can see what is above and behind them).  What would a scene look like to a dog or a bee (bees have compound eyes and a kaleidoscopic view of objects)? Be sure to research specifically how the organism sees.

D. Reflection/Refraction:  Another possible approach is to think about the second view as a “reflection” or “refraction.” of the first.  For example, you might show the object as it appears reflected in a shiny object.  Or you could approach it metaphorically and show the subject “reflected” through the eyes of a different human viewer, or refracted through a different medium such as time or space.  For example, think about how light information is refracted as it passes through various substances. What would a particular object look like in water?    How would an event appear refracted/ bent to the eyes of someone from another culture or another time/place?  

Be imaginative and have fun with this!  It should be at minimum of 11 x14” and a max. of 6 sq ft. in area.

Due 9:00 Monday, Oct. 8, week 3

