First Draft Guidelines
A first draft is a complete paper. Your research is finished, and your paper meets course requirements for length and number of sources (note: Char will stop reading your paper at the point you go over the word limit). You may have even played with some writing techniques and structures we have encountered in our seminar readings and response papers. 

Your first draft, however, is not an outline. Nor does it have sections like this:

STATISTICS ON THE SIZE OF GWANDANALAND AND DESCRIPTION TO BE INSERTED HERE.

Although your first draft has complete sentences and paragraphs, the writing may not be as concise or elegant as you had hoped. Perhaps use a thesaurus is in order to sharpen your use of language. That’s OK – that’s what the second draft is for – to polish your writing, and make it as engaging, informative and entertaining as possible. The second draft is also a good time to go back and review some of the structural ideas and writing techniques we read and responded to earlier in the course, and do some more experimenting in your paper by incorporating ideas from the readings that you liked.
Good luck on your second draft – I look forward to reading it.

Char

