Travel Writing Critique

For this assignment, go to the library or a bookstore and peruse the travel section. Choose a book, either by a single author or an anthology which has a group of authors. Study the writing style, and write a critique on it. If you read an anthology, choose one specific piece and author to critique. Some masterful travel writers are John McPhee, Pico Iyer, Barry Lopez and Susan Orlean. There are many others, and a lot of good anthologies out there.  

Your 500-600 word paper should include the following:

· Topic. What is the writer's focus? How effectively does the writer convey the focus? What techniques does he/she use?

· Sources. What types of sources does the writer use? Analyze a few pages paragraph by paragraph and state where the information could have come from, e.g. interviews, observation, text or Web-based reference materials, etc. What is the relationship between types and variety of sources, and the story's depth, context and imagery? 

· Lead. "Lead" (or "lede") is a journalist's jargon for "introduction." The first paragraph or an article is critical in terms of whether the reader will stick with the story or not. Look at the first paragraph. What grabs (or doesn't grab) you? Why? See handout on leads in the Assignment folder for information on types of leads.

· Quotes. Who gets quoted, if anyone? Ordinary people? Government officials? Kids? Elders? Other? What makes a person qualified to be quoted in the story? What does the type of persons quoted say about how the reporter approached the story and what he/she was trying to convey? 
· Numbers. How are statistics or numbers used? Which are used? Are sources identified? How does the use of data effect your experience of reading and understanding of the text?
· Strengths and weaknesses of the piece.
