Note: An annotated bibliography lists all the standard information of a regular bibliography (book title, author, publisher, copyright year). It also include a paragraph per book or other sources that does two things: 1) summarizes the work or the part relevant to your project and 2) describes how this particular source fits in with your project. Below is an excerpt from Char’s annotated bibliography on the Middle East/West Asia. For the complete version, see the Resources file on the course Web page.
The western Silk Roads:

An Annotated Bibliography of select works on

 the middle east/west asia

By Char Simons

The evergreen state college

Writing on the Silk Roads – the ancient pan-Asia trade route from the Pacific to the Mediterranean – focuses almost exclusively on China and, sometimes, Central Asia. Rarely included is the “Middle East.” Also known as West Asia, this region had tremendous influence on and involvement in the transfusion and transformation of culture, religion, language, etc. that took place on the Silk Roads and spawned the European Renaissance. 

Compared with China and perhaps parts of Central Asia, scholarship and popular media about West Asia/Middle East is underdeveloped and makes little connection to that region’s role as part of the Silk Roads. Hence most of the sources listed below are about specific aspects of West Asia/Middle East and not necessarily explicitly in relation to the Silk Roads. 

The categories of sources listed are broad, and represent some of my favorites. They include books, films and newspapers that I’ve used in programs over the years, and that have been most popular with students, as well as sources suitable for more advanced research. The list is not all-inclusive, and I have attempted to be integrative in the categories listed (for example, there is no Women’s Studies category. Rather than “ghetto-ize” works about women, those sources are integrated into more inclusive categories, such as history and religion).

TRAVEL LITERATURE

Journeys to the Other Shore: Muslim and Western Travelers in Search of Knowledge by Roxanne Euben. Princeton University Press, 2006. A comparison of medieval travel literature by European and Afro-Asian Muslims. Issues include travel in search of wisdom, gender and genre, and cosmopolitanism past and present, Islamic and Western.
Like Water in a Dry Land by Bettina Selby. HarperCollins, 1996. Tales of a 60-year-old British grandmother bicycling through Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Israel and Palestine (and not her first trip, either). Well-told tales of people and places she encounters along the way, plus an especially well-crafted narrative of Israeli institutional and individual atrocities on every day Palestinians in the Occupied Territories.

The Travels of Ibn Battuta in the Near East, Asia and Africa, 1325-1354. Rev. Samuel Lee, ed. and translator. Dover Publications, 2004. A primary document of a medieval traveler’s account of 30 years of travel from Morocco to China, and through parts of sub-Saharan Africa and Spain. More widely traveled over a longer time period than Marco Polo, Ibn Battuta lends an interesting account of a Muslim who considers his own multiple identities of citizen of Tangier, the Maghreb, Maliki school of law and Sunni Islam in light of “the Other” (Muslims of various cultures and sects and non-Muslims) he encounters. 

Walks and Scrambles in Wadi Rum: A Selection of Traditional Bedouin Routes through the Deserts and Mountains of Rum and to the Summit of Jordan's Highest Mountain by Tony Howard and Diana Taylor. Al Kutba, 1993. Essential guide to hiking the magnificent Jordanian desert that Lawrence of Arabia described as the “Valley of the Moon.” The guidebook was made possible by local Bedouin who know the area intimately and shared ancient trails and routes with the authors. 
