Playing with Shakespeare

Paper assignment #2
DUE Wednesday, May 14, 2007

This must be a formal essay, about 5 pages double spaced; it must be titled, carefully crafted, edited and proofread.  We had far too many “right off the computer” first drafts with the last paper.  If you are stuck, make an appointment to talk with one of us.
Shakespeare is given to putting long speeches (or sometimes extensive dialogues) in the mouths of his characters, often to argue a point of some philosophical interest.  The way in which he does this varies from play to play, and the arguments are varied to suit the dramatic occasion.  Comparing speeches on similar subjects, but from different plays, may help us to understand the dramatist’s art.

Here are three pairs of speeches:

I.

Shylock’s speech in Merchant [III, i. 50-69, p. 89, beginning “To bait fish withal…”]



and

Othello’s speech, describing himself [I, iii. 149-196, beginning, “Her father loved me…]

II. 

Portia’s speech in Merchant   [IV, i. 182-203, beginning “The quality of mercy…”]



and

Isabella and Angelo’s dialogue in Measure   [II, ii. 49-147]
III.

Ulysses’ speech in Troilus   [I, iii, 79-141.  The degree speech]



and

Shylock’s broken speech in Merchant  [IV, i. 35-62, 89-103, on law]

Pick one set of speeches, then analyze and compare them in terms of their argument, their rhetoric, their persuasive power.  Do they “work” in context?  Do they persuade you, even if they appear not to persuade the person to whom they’re addressed?   
